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This little volume is dedicated to my be- 
loved parents, whose lives were earnestly de- 
voted to the principles contained herein. 
Though they have long since passed to the 
imknown beyond there lingers in my mem- 
ory still the words they uttered as they saw 
in the distant horizon the first faint rays of 
a grander day for the human race. It is 
their researches and their lofty thoughts, 
with their inspiring influence, that prompts 
me to not only write this book, but to put 
forth my greatest eflEorts to build the Ideal 
Ciiy. 

THE AUTHOB. 
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CHAPTEB I. 

THE INSPIRATION. 

An inspiration from on high 
Needs not an angel standing by; 
Yet, angel forms invisible may stand 
To move the brain, direct the hand 
Of man to many wondrous deeds 
Not seen, nor sanctioned by his creeds. 

Columbus was inspired to seek the court 
of Spain for aid to discover a new world. 
History shows us how it operated upon him ; 
made him daring, brave and confident in 
the success of his expedition though even 
his sailors faltered and became almost mu- 
tinous. No one has a monopoly on inspira- 
tion. The spirit of God fills the immensity 
of space and operates upon the worthy 
minds of men everywhere. 

That spirit is intelligence and leads men 
to do good; to accomplish great deeds that 
are distined to some day benefit the human 
race. Every inventor of a great labor saving 
machine has been inspired by that same uni- 
versal spirit of intelligence that tends to 
make the world a better place ' 
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4 THE IDEAL CITY. 

in which to live. And when men 
plan tb improve the physical, moral 
and spiritual conditions of the race 
by seeking to establish an. ideal ^iviligaiaon 
who dare say that the same intelligence is 
/ not moving in that direction as it moved 
\ Columbus to discover a new world ? lv*iovvl- 
edge is power, and the knowledge of how 
to build an Ideal City will carry the power 
with it that wilF So the work. We have 
the record of only one Ideal City ever built 
on this planet, and that was t he City o f 
Enoch, and so perfect did those people be- 
come that the city was said to have been 
taken bodi ly up to JHJeaven. However true 
this may be I am not prepared to say, but 
all the predictions of holy niou point to a 
period of time when a (fliiUennjbim shall be 
ushered in in which ide al condition s will 
prevail. The various Christian Churches 
KaveT;old the people of such a grand state 
of society for thousands of years and yet 
it seems as far away to the average mind 
as ever. The trouble with them all has been 
that they have found a wheel of the wrecked 
coach of Christianity on the world's high- 
way and have attempted to build around it 
a coach of commercialism on which to ride 
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into the Kingdagi^fJBfi&ven, and they have 
entirely failed — ignominoualy failed. An I 
ideal civilization will not come by so me 
mig htly convulsion of nature or great dem- 
onstrations of the heavenly powers, but will 
come as every other great discovery or in- 
vention has ever come to this planet. It will 
come through the me dium of men inspir ed! 
to propose a plan and others to help executel 
it. I t will come as easily and naturaUy as ^ 
it now seems to have been for Columbus to 
discover America, and it will surprise the 
world with its simpli city and tlie ease of 
its accomplishment after it is an established 
fact. Before proceeding further I will pre-| 
sent a few quotations bearing on the point 
of an ideal civilization : 




*^And the Lord said untoVEnoclv: As I 
live, even so will I come in the last days, in 
the days of wickedness and vengeance to 
fulfill the oath which I made unto you con- 
cerning the children of Noah.^' 

"And the day shall come that the earth 
shall rest. But before that day the heav- 
ens shall be darkened, and a veil of darkness 
shall cover the earth; and the heavens shall 
shake and also the earth.^' 

"And great tribulations shall be among 
the children of men, but my people will I 
preserve; and righteousness will I send down 
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out of heaven, and truth will I send forth 
out of the earth, to bear testimony of Mine 
Only Begotten; His resurrection from the 
dead; yea, and also the resurrection of all 



men/^ 
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And righteousness and truth will I cause 
to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather 
out mine elect from the four quarters of the 
earth, unto a place which I shall prepare; 
an holy city, that J MbL people may gird up 
theif" Toms, and be looking forth for the 
time of My coming; for there shall be My 
tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion; a 
new Jerusalem/^ 

"And the Lord said unto Enoch: Then 
shalt thou and_all thy city meet them 
there; and we will receive them into our 
bosom ; and they sHall see us^„And.-we will 
fall upon their necks>ani -they will fall 
^ upon our jiecks, apd wewill kiss each other; 

*^And there shall be Mine abode, and it 
shall be Zion, which shall come forth out 
of all the creations which I have made; 
and for the space of a thousand years shall 
the earth rest/^ 

It may be presumptuous on my part to 

say that **The Ideal Cit/' which I propose 

to b uild within the^ boun daries of the State 

of Missou ri may be the one above described, 

but as the ^^earth shall rest" and, evidently, 

a new civilization be ushered in upon its 

whole surface it is but reasonable to suppose 
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that there will be many holy cities and they 
will all be built on the same plan as the 
one built by Eno ch: otherwise there will 
be failure upon failure as in the past. Since 
it is predicted that such conditions shall be 
brought about in the *^days of wickedness 
and vengeance/^ is it a surprise to you, dear 
reader, that some one should be inspired to 
lay plans for their ultimate realization? Nor 
need you be surprised if those plans come 
from imexpected sources, as most discover- 
eries and inventions are in the habit of doing. 
Lay aside your prejudices and turn on your 
current of thought and let us reason together 
on this great and important question. 

Eighteousness imder commercialism is an 
ab solute i mpossibility. The civilization of 
today is the best possible imder commercial- 
ism, and the worst possible from the stand- 
point of the Kingdom of Heaven. Please 
bear this in mind — ^that the present condi- 
tion of things cannot be improved upon and 
at the same time retain the system of 
every man for himself, privately owned 
property, interest, rent and profit. It makes 
no difference how many revivals are held, or 
how much you organize, or how often you 
say "Lord! Lord!^^ the limit of improve- 
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ment under commercialism has been reached. 
It then follows that in order to establish an 
ideal civilization the present order of things 
must be reversed. Instead of private own- 
ership of property we must have common or 
mutual ownership as a basis for that civili- 
zation. Nor must we neglect the spiritual 
and moral ethics of Christianity or even eco- 
nomic equality will avail us nothing. Chris- 
tianity can only become practical as a whole. 
For instance, it is an absolute impossibility 
to observe the commandment ^TLjove thy 
neighbor as thyself* under commercialism, 
while it will become eminently possible under 
a system of economic equality, such a>: is 
provided in the ethics of Christianity. 

The whole question then resolves itself 
into this: That in order to found a new and 
an ideal civilization and build Ideal Cities 
we must merge the economic with the s pir- 

itual„,MLd- JUoraL^ethijca^^ by 

the selection of homogeneous people who will 
C^xerese self-denial to acquire all the Chris- 
tian virtues, and who will agree to hold all 
their earthly possessions in common and 
"not say ought of that which they possess 
is their own.^^ 

The new civilization must be a Christian 
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civilization, a theocracy, if you please, and 
the only reason we have been unable to reach 
such a state of civilization in the past is 
because we have supposed we had the full 
and complete system of Christianity, and at 
the same time ignored its great fundamental 
principle — namely, the economic — and 
permitted the devil to retain control of that 
than which nothing could suit him better 
or give him greater power. And the result 
is as we see it today — extreme poverty and 
crime, and extreme wealth and debauchery, 
selfishness and degeneracy — ^physical, moral 
and intellectual. 

The first thing to do in the building of 
an Ideal City is to secure the land free from 
all incumbrance, and then start the city 
by providing all the modem conveniences 
and comforts of home, with the proper ma- 
chinery to create supplies of all kinds, and 
then proceed to select those who shall in- 
habit it, who must be of the world^s best 
characters, for this is the day of choosing. 
They must be honest, honorable, indus- 
trious and economical people, and must 
agree to live pure lives, and hold all property 
in common. In other words, they must be- 
come perfect men and women in every re- 
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spect. They must abide by the celestial law, 
be pure in heart, unselfish (which will be 
easy under unselfish environments), kind, 
loving, merciful, temperate in all things, 
full of tenderness, charity, meekness, virtue 
and forbearance, denying themselves every 
carnal worldly lust and keeping all the com- 
mandments of the Father and Son, which 
is one eternal God. 
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CHAPTER II. 

BULES OP CITIZENSHIP IN THE IDEAL CITY. 

Whoever was begotten by pure love 
And came desired and welcomed into life 
Is of immaculate conception. He 
Whose heart is fuU of tenderness and truth, 
Who loves mankind more than he loves him- 
self, 
And cannot find room in his heart for hate, 
May be another Christ. We all may be 
The Saviors of the world, if we believe 
In the Divinity which dwells in us. 
And worship it, and nail our grosser 

selves, — 
Our tempers, greeds, and our unworthy 

aims, — 
Upon the cross. Who giveth lov^ to all. 
Pays kindness for unkindness, smiles for 

frowns, 
And lends new courage to each fainting 

heart 
And strengthens hope and scatters joy abroad 
He, too, is a redeemer. Son of God. 

The above ''creed," by Ella Wheeler Wil- 
cox, is just as much an inspiration from the 
realms of Infinite Intelligence as was the 
discovery of America by Columbus or the 
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discovery of steam power and electrical en- 
ergy by Stephenson and Franklin. All good 
comes from the same source — from God — 
regardless of the medium through which it 
is transmitted. The fact that it is good, 
leading men's minds into paths of virtue and 
higher, nobler lives, benefiting mankind, is 
itself the best evidence of divine origin. This 
is the rule which, I find, must be followed 
in gathering from the debris of the past the 
golden grains of truth that have come down 
the ages through men and women of a high 
order of intelligence, and I cannot, there- 
fore, share the prejudices so common in the 
usually narrow minds of men against any 
one who has uttered such words of redeeming 
grace. There neiier were greater truths told 
in less space than are found in the above 
verse by this able, gifted woman, and it is 
along those lines that this chapter Is Avritten, 
giving* every man or woman due credit for 
the good that has been brought forth through 
their instrumentality, regardless of how the 
world looks at them. 

"Straight is the gate and narrow the way 
that leads to life, and few there be who find 
it.'' 

Likewise straight is the gate and narrow 
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the way that leads to the Ideal City, and few 
there be who will enter therein, because the 
passions of men, their strongest passions, 
must be curbed by as rigid a system of self- 
denial as was exemplified in the life of 
Christ. 

We are told that the world was once de- 
stroyed by a flood because all flesh h^d cor- 
rupted its way upon the earth. Could any 
greater corruption exist in those days than 
exists now? Haydly. The physicians will 
tell you it would be impossible. And tHey 
replied to Noiih in substance, saying : "Do 
not we marry wives, and do they not. bear 
unto us sons who become men of great re- 
, nown." They did not believe Noah^s charge 
that human life was corrupting its way into 
existence or that any wrong could be com- 
njitted so long as they were legally married. 
But the floods came, neverthless, and took 
them all away. And yet none of them were 
any worse than the people of our day. Even } 
in our great churches people believe that : 
in their excessive sexual relations thov are > 
blameless simply because they have passed - 
through a ceremony of marriage and confine : 
their sensuality to one woman. Here a?o the - 
words of the Redeemer on the subject: 
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^^Behold, it is written by them of old time, 
that thou shalt not commit adultery/^ 

This old law of Moses which He here 
quotes undoubtedly refers to other women 
and has no reference whatever to one^s wife, 
but listen to what He says in the following 
verses: 

^^But I say unto you that whosoever look- 
eth on a woman to lust after her hath com- 
mitted adultery with her in his heart al- 
ready." To this passage is added, by in- 
spiration, another passage as follows: 

"And behold, I give unto you a command- 
ment that ye suffer none of these things to 
enter into your heart, for it is better that ye 
should deny yourselves of these things than 
that ye should be cast into hell." 

Tolstoi, the inspired writer of Eussia (for 
I recognize every man as inspired who helps 
make the world better and purer by his 
words and deeds), in his great book, the 
"Kreutzer Sonata," says that this passage 
undoubtedly refers to one's own wife. I 
maintain that no man can be pure in heart 
unless this passage does apply to one's own 
wife, for if this is not the case, where can 
the purity of life, as implied in Christian 
self-denial be found? Would it not become 
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necessary to look to the animal kingdom for 
that attribute? Then^ when the passage says 
'Voman'*. I take it that it means ^'woman/^ 
and^ one's wife being a woman it must^ be- 
yond doubt, apply to her. The marriage f 
which is truly ordained of God is intended \ 
solely for the reproduction of the species, | 
and beyond this actual requirement all sex- ; 
ual intercourse, and every thought of lust ' 
that excites the passions are violations of the 
principles of self-denial as implied in the 
above passages of Christianity. But, says 
one, "No man can live such a pure life in 
the very midst of temptation such as is 
provided in the conjugal union.'' This with 
me was a question also imtil I personally 
entered that state. 

Now I know that it can be done, 
and with a feeling of conscious con- 
quering pleasure that only a pure life 
of self-denial can give. It strengthens 
a man's determination to exercise self- 
denial and keep pure in heart, and I glory 
in the sacredness of the principle and the 
childlike purity of our lives. Such a mar- 
riage is sacred and the only covenant or 
bond of marriage that can be called sacred, 
aU others being carnal, sensual and 
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devilisL The fruits of such a marriage are 
bound to be far superior beings^ both phys- 
ically and intellectually^ and such parents 
and children are fit subjects for citizenship 
in the Ideal City, and oiJy such. Therefore, 
the first rule for citizenship in the Ideal 
City is: 

Bule 1. Purity of life in the relations 
between the sexes. Those who are married 
to live in perfect chastity, denying them- 
selves all sexual intercourse beyond that 
which is actually required for reproduction. 
Those who are unmarried to remain in per- 
fect chastity, training their minds to deny 
themselves every lustful thought, and, when 
they are absolutely sure that they have power 
over their carnal natures, so that the rule 
for married people can be strictly observed, 
then they may be permitted to enter the 
sacred bonds of matrimony. Otherwise it 
will be better for them if they remain even 
as Paul and other followers of the example 
of Christ. Both conditions, being ''cove- 
nants by sacrifice,'^ will make men and 
women pure and holy, or, in other words, 
really and truly saints. 
\ Bule 2. Parents must from earliest con- 
I ception love, welcome and care for their 
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children as gifts from God, and educate them 
in this most holy life and in all other good 
works, soJbhat_they may escape the fall and. 
grow up without sin unto salvation. 

Eule 3. All property of every descrip- / 
tion belonging to the applicant for citizen- 
ship in the Ideal City must be sold and all 
proceeds turned into ilie common treasury | 
of the city, even to clothing. Everything, ' 
except such relics and heirlooms as can be 
placed in the city^s museums as public prop- 
erty for the admiration of all. 

Rule 4. All residences shall be distributed 
by casting lots, thus insuring an impartial 
distribution of homes to all the citizens for 
tiieir use only — ^f or life. 

Bule 5. No merchandizing for gain will 
be permitted in the city, and money must 
not be used except for such transactions 
with the outside world as may be necessary, 
and such money transactions must be under 
the direction and supervision of the pur- 
chasing department of the city only. Every 
citizen of the city will have free access to 
the storehouses of the city for all their needs 
and wants and will have no need of any 
money, and its use will be prohibited among 
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citizens as a dangerous, mind-poisoning ar- 
ticle. 

Eule 6. All intoxicating liquors, tobacco, 
tea, coflEee, drugs, medicines or other poi- 
sonous articles are prohibited for use by any 
citizen in the Ideal City, except such medi- 
cines as can be prepared from wholesome 
roots and herbs. Meat as food must be used 
sparingly and only in cold weather, except 
swine^s flesh, which is prohibited and must 
not be used at all for food, as it is unclean 
and those who eat it cannot hope to succeed 
in observing Eule No. 1. 

Eule 7. All members must be temperate 
in all things— in eating as well as drinking— 
the sin of overeating being as great as any 
other form of intemperance and must be 
closely watched. A glutton cannot inherit 
a home in the Ideal City. 

Eule 8. Every citizen must do his or her 
share of the work of the city as their strength 
will permit. They must do it willingly and 
freely. No drones will be allowed there. 
Idleness is a sin that will not be tolerated 
and will merit immediate expulsion froiti the 
city. 

Eule 9. The city shall be a theocracy, 
i and those who are the most intelligent, ex- 
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perienced and successful in the managing of 
its various departments shaU become mem- 
bers of the Board of Directors of the city, W 
and from among the best of such men must I 
be selected by lot the President and two Coun- 1 
sellers, who shall be the Executive Board of | 
Trustees. No oflScer shall be selected except 
by lot, and then only from the best and 
brightest minds in the city. When they have 
been selected strict obedience must be ren- 
dered them on pain of expulsion from the 
city. Order is heaven's first law, and the 
first law of order is discipline; hence dis- 
cipline must be maintained at all hazards, 
and those selected by lot must be looked 
upon as selected by the Almighty to execute 
His laws. 

Eule 10. The city shall be governed by 
the celestial law in all things as found in 
the Holy Scriptures. All other laws found 
therein of a lower order will be ignored. 
(For instance, tithing is not a celestial law, 
but a preparatory law. There are many 
others, but so intermingled have they become 
that only those who are enlightened enough to 
ent^r the city will distinguish the one from 
the other.) The two main laws of the Ce- 
lestial Kingdom are equality in temporal 
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things and purity of life in the relations 
between the sexes — ^absolute chastity being 
the highest and limited to reproductive 
necessities following next in order — ^while to 
live in passion regardless of the sacredness 
of marriage for reproduction and in eco- 
nomic commercialism is the lowest, or teles- 
tial, order of existence and is the order 
now practiced on earth by all mankind re- 
gardless of conditions. 

Sule 11. Those who shall have passed 
the necessary examinations to give them an 
inheritance in the city must be bom again 
by water immersion, as a token that the old 
corrupt life has ended and a new and pure 
life begun. And as the holy priesthood can 
only be obtained and retained upon the prin- 
ciples of righteousness, therefore, any bap- 
tized righteous man of that city has author- 
ity to perform this ceremony, but it must be 
done in order as the scriptures direct. 

Eule 12. Those who are selected by lot 
to administer the laws of the city shall be 
recognized as servants of the Lord, chosen 
by Him to act in that capacity, and must be 
so recognized by the people of the city. If 
the selection be unanimous no casting of 
lots will be necessary. 
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An Ideal City cannot be built except by 
an ideal people. Those who will believe in and 
accept Eule 1 regarding purity of life will 
have no trouble in accepting the next one, 
regarding the care of children. Ani those 
who agree to those two rules and find in them 
the essence of an ideal life will have no 
trouble in agreeing to the third one, which 
requires the selling of all property and turn- 
ing all the proceeds into the treasury of the 
Ideal City and ever afterwards keeping the 
principle of ^^all things in common" as a 
sacred obligation. Eemember the fate of 
Ananias and Sapphira, his wife. The power 
of God will again be manifest to those who 
tell not the whole truth in this respect — 
both as to their property and purity of life. 
Should any one attempt to deceive the di- \ 
rectors of the Ideal City by false statements \ 
their sins will find them out suddenly and j 
violently by the power of God. The applica- • 
tion of the same laws will have the same 
effect now as in the days of the apostles. If 
the prospective citizen can endorse this prin- 
ciple of "all things in common" it will be 
an easy matter to observe all the other celes- 
tial rules, laws and orders found in the 
scriptures pointing to a pure life. He will 
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become slow to anger, obedient, subject to 
discipline, patient and have all the good 
traits of character so essential to the suc- 
cess of the Ideal City; and such a class of 
people must be found or the city cannot be 
built, and if built would soon prove a fail- 
ure. But with such grand men and women 
living in it it will soon become a perfect 
paradise on earth. 
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CHAPTER III. 

DESCRIPTION OP THE CITY. 

The Ideal City will be built not to exceed ' 
ten miles from Independence, Jackson 
comity, Missouri, at a place yet to be desig- . 
nated, depending on circumstances in con- 
nection with the purchase of the necessary 
land. The city will be laid out in blocks 1 
600 feet long and 400 feet wide, with the 
main streets 50 feet and the cross streets 40 
feet wide. The main streets will run North 
and South and the cross streets East and 
West. In each block will be twenty-four 
fifty-foot lots, twelve facing each street. A 
uniform distance from the street will be 
erected residences of the most modem type, 
built of brick, stone, cement and slate. The 
streets will all be paved and curbed and 
trees planted, but not until all water pipes, 
sewer pipes and electric conduits are run to 
every residence in the block, fias will not 
be used, for all lighting and heating will be 
done by electricity through under giound 
conduits. In the centre of the block will be 
built a large two-story structure of brick. 
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On the first floor of this building will be a 
kitchen^ twenty-four private dining-rooms, 
one large dining-room> or hall^ for general 
^ meals^ and also a conservatory^ where all 
kinds of blooming plants and shrubs will 
be kept during the winter. On the second 
floor will be the sewing-room^ with electrical 
power sewing machines^ a play room for 
children and adults as well^ with mu8ic> 
gymnasium and bath rooms. Each residence 
will have a private bath> but when prefer- 
ring to take a bath at the gymnasium it can 
be done. This building will be modem in 
every way and provide for the privacy of 
the family in all essential things. It will 
have a basement under all, in which sup- 
plies for the people of this block will be 
kept. The families who prefer doing their 
own cooking can do so in the community 
kitchen and eat in their own private dining- 
room. Those who are satisfied with the gen- 
eral cooking (which will be ideal) and wish 
to dine either in their private room or in 
the general dining room can do 80. Every- 
thing can be from choice in this respect. 
This building will be about 60x300 feet in 
size. Entrance will be from both side streets 
and a driveway around the building. 
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On the grounds between the residences and 
this building wiU be planted flowering 
shrubs^ ornamental plants and flowers^ to be 
eared for by the children under proper su- 
pervision. This in a general way describes 
the residence blocks. There will be blocks 
of the same size set apart for manuf acturing, 
for everything possible will be manufactured, 
even to silks, woolens and cotton fabrics, 
but none for sale (except perhaps to pay 
taxes) and only enough for home consump- 
tion will be produced. The idea of commer- 
cialism must be entirely destroyed in the 
minds of men. Barter must die with the 
civilization of the past. If it only takes 
three months in the year to produce enough 
food, clothing, books, etc., for the city, then 
will the machinery stand idle and the peo- 
ple enjoy a nine months^ vacation. If there 
happens to be a surplus it may be distributed 
to the poor and needy outside the city, but 
who are unworthy to become citizens by rea- 
son of their bad character and 
habits, of which they will not 
repent. On the surrounding farms will be 
kept catUe, sheep, horses, poultry and 
other useful animals, but no swine. Lakes 
of fish will be provided for food. Every 
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species of fruit and vegetable will be grown, 
and all under one vast system. For instance, 
one set of men will produce all the straw- 
berries for the city, another all the cabbage, 
and so on through the whole line. If a 
surplus is produced it, too, will be given to 
the poor on the outside. With good homes 
and machinery to do all our work and good 
soil to produce food, it will not be necessary 
to store up gold and silver against the so- 
called ^^rainy day.^^ Commercialism will 
and must become obsolete. There will be no 
bankers nor lawyers in the city; no saloons, 
no gambling dens, no intemperance nor im- 
morality of any kind, as no such people will 
be admitted to citizenship, and as there will 
be no money, no profit, no want, no poverty, 
there will be no incentive to do anyone any 
wrong or engage in anything but good works. 
The city will be surrounded by a good fence, 
so that all its streets will be private, and 
thus prevent anyone but the worthy citi- 
zens of the city from going upon them, 
except by permission of the proper authori- 
ties. In the residence district there will be 
no stables, no outhouses, no poultry yards, 
no dirt, smoke nor any uncleannesss. There 
will be no occasion for every one 
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to have a few chickens^ and a stable^ for the 
products of the poultry farm will be theirs 
for the asking. The horse and carriage will 
be theirs on request. Ever3rthing will be 
as free as air, yet no one will have private 
ownership of a single thing. All will be- 
long to the city, and will be for the use 
of the citizens only. 

Such is the description of the city we pro- 
pose to build, and, with your help, it can 
be done speedily and with the grandest suc- 
cess ever attained in any similar undertaking 
in modem times. After acquiring the nec- 
essary land, the first thing to be done will 
be to put in a great brick plant, and also a 
Portland cement works and the necessary 
machinery for making artificial stone, sewer 
pipe, roofing, terra cotta, etc. The next 
thing will be to put in steam dredges for 
grading and excavating, and, if possible, a 
saw mill should be put in to avoid paying 
any profits on lumber. Little lumber will 
be needed, however, under the fireproof 
building plans of the city. There will be 
no fire or life insurance, as that will not be 
needed. The burdens of society, which are 
now at their maximum, will in the model city 
be reduced to the minimum, and the secret 
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lies in common ownership of property, pu- 
rity of life and the discarding of all money 
and commercialism — ^rent, interest and 
profit. 

With such glorious conditions within our 
reach and practical, how can you withhold 
your support, either moral or financial? 

The city will be supplied with schools 
of all kinds, and all children will be required 
to attend in uniform. Books, of course, will 
be free to all and there will be no school tax. 
This must be provided for in the special 
charter from the state, for it will not do 
to have the present school laws applicable 
to a city in which money is not used at all 
and where all are equal. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE BUDGET. 

The sum (estimated) which will be re- 
quired to begin operations is about $2,000,- 
000, and apportioned as follows: 

4,000 acres of land at $100 $400,000 

Portland cement works 50,000 

Plant for making brick, terra cotta, 

etc., 100,000 daily capacity 50,000 

Water works 75,000 

Electric light and power 100,000 

Land and machinery for opening 

coal mine 40,000 

Land and machinery for making 

lumber 100,000 

Sewer system 100,000 

5 miles of belt line railway 100,000 

10 miles of electric railway and cars 200,000 
Building two blocks of residences. . 150,000 

School house 25,000 

Museum of art and relics of a bv- 

gone civilization 40,000 

Assembly hall 20,000 

Grading and paving streets 100,000 
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Stocking the farms, lakes and parks 20,000 

Furnishing residences 100,000 

Flour mill 50,000 

Woolen and cotton mills 200,000 

Ice plant 30,000 

Canning factory 20,000 

General store room 30,000 

Total .$2,000,000 

These sums may vary considerably as con- 
ditions change. For instance, when we pave 
our streets the labor will cost nothing and 
the material will cost only one-third of what 
it costs a city now. We can build much 
cheaper, as there will be no profits in ma- 
terial, and, therefore, practically no money 
cost. After these works are in operation 
and citizens are admitted, with all their 
means cast into the public treasury and them- 
selves creating wealth in field, factory and 
shop, with no money wages, the city will 
manage to get along on its own resources, 
and it will soon become so that an entire 
block of houses can be built without any 
money cost whatever, except, perhaps, for 
hardware, glass and iron, which we may not 
be prepared to produce at the beginning. 
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Consequently a residence now costing $4,000 
in money to build may then cost $50 or $75. 
As the land will be ours, the machinery ours 
and all the labor ours, it will, therefore, be 
seen that when this economic machine is in 
full operation everybody will have homch, 
complete insurance, fire, life and accident; 
old age and sick benefits ; no rent nor profits 
to pay, and only be required to work a part 
of the time for all the comforts and bless- 
ings of an ideal home. 

The people who will be admitted to citi- 
zenship by the process of selection must be 
tested as to their virtues and character in 
every respect. We can have only men and 
women who will be patient, self sacrificing, 
content, non-resisting; willing to suflPer 
wrong rather than resist or resent it; who 
will pray for those who insult or persecute 
them; who can control anger perfectly, and 
who are not inclined to be quarrelsome or 
full of jealousy; who can subdue the passion 
of selfishness, as well as all other passions 
and rejoice in the happiness and welfare of 
all God^s creatures — persons who under fav- 
orable conditions can love their neighbors 
as themselves, completely and impartially. 
No others need apply for citizenship in the 



•K 



32 THE IDEAL CITY. 

Ideal City, for we cannot afford 
to take chances on any other kind 
of people. Above all they must 
be industrious, willing and anxious to 
do their share of work wherever directed 
without a murmer or protest ; frugal, honest, 
true, good, pure, virtuous people. If you can 
pass an examination of this kind you will be 
indeed fortunate and happy and your chil- 
dren will grow up without sin unto salvation 
It ought to be an easy matter to raise the re- 
quired two million dollars to put this econ- 
omic machinery in motion. There are men 
who could give it all and feel doubly blessed 
for the act, and not feel the sacrifice at all. 
We do not want a cent more than enough to 
start the city. We can work out our own sal- 
vation after the machinery is in operation, 
but we do not want any debts or incum- 
brances or anything in the city that will en- 
danger its stability and happiness. We 
hope by starting such a city to at some 
time lay the foundations for a new civiliz- 
ation which will eventually fill the whole 
earth, and the glory and honor which they 
will receive who contribute to its success will 
naturally be very great, and the blessings of 
heaven will attend them beyond anytiiing 
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they have ever experienced. Now, how would 
you like to belong to that favored class and 
receive a joy that will endure beyond the lim- 
its of this mundane existence? 
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CHAPTER V. 

IDEAL CITY TRUST COMPANY. 

As SOON as subscriptions aggregate the le- 
gal requirement for f onning a trust com- 
pany under the statutes of Missouri the 
^T[deal City Trust Company^' will be formed 
and it will be used as the connecting link 
between commercialism and the plans for the 
Ideal City. It will hold the titles to the 
property and look after the finances of the 
city until the city secures a special charter 
from the stat^^ when the city itself will be- 
come the possessor of everything within its 
borders. From a commercial standpoint it 
must be well managed, as well as from the 
standpoint of selection of members, for a 
little mistake may cause a lot of complica- 
tions, for the wolves of commercialism are 
ever ready to devour and destroy the mo- 
ment it secures the least foothold or were 
there one Judas in our ranks through whom 
to operate. For this reason we need a state 
corporation, such as a trust company pro- 
vides, and all the other legal protection we 
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can have until we reach the op6n sea^ away 
from the rough and dangerous shoals of 
commercialism. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

WHAT MATEEIAL MUST BE USED IN THE CITY. 

A GRAND civilization such as has been con- 
templated by the great minds of the world 
cannot be created from the slums of society; 
peither can it find a fertile soil in the pal- 
aces of the rich, but by selection from the 
industrial middle classes can be drawn the 
brain and muscle — ^the mechanics, the arti- 
sans, the agriculturists and the inventors of 
the world. In their ranks alone can be found 
the material which will do to build this Ideal 
City, and a plan that does not appeal to them 
and win their love and admiration is already 
doomed to failure. The philanthropists have 
always had in mind the poor — ^the slums — 
and have spent time and money to redeem 
them with varied results, mostly failures. 
The only way to reach such creatures is, first, 
get the new civilization started with the best 
material on earth and then gradually take 
in a little of the poison of the slums, but 
always to be sure that the antidote is 
stronger than the poison, or it will destroy 
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your grand civilization botii root and branch. 
There must be a binding of Satan^ not only 
by the community, but by each individual 
forming it, mtU we shaU have learned to 
bind him for all time to come., or at least 
for 1,000 years, when, we are told, his Sa- 
tanic Majesty will again gain the ascendancy 
in the hearts of men, and the first symptoms 
will be a return to private ownership of prop- 
erty. 
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CHAPTEB VII. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

As THE chattel slave bought his way to lib- 
erty by the most arduous toU and greatest sac- 
rifices, so must the new civilization buy its 
way through the tangled wilderness of com- 
mercialism — ^this awful condition of slavery, 
more terrible by far than any form of slavery 
this world ever saw — ^to gain its freedom. 
It will require approximately two million 
dollars to plant the tree of true liberty in 
Americans soil, after which the city will be 
in a position to take care of itself from the 
resources that will come with its new citi- 
zens, as well as from the products of the soil, 
shop and factory. If I am found worthy of 
an inheritance in that city I will be able to 
turn from ten to fifteen thousand dollars 
into its treasury from the sale of all my pos- 
sessions, providing that I am fortunate 
enough to keep them till that time. This is 
given merely as an illustration. Others may 
turn in more, while some may turn in notti- 
ing. No members will be received until the 
two million dollars have been expended and 
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better places prepared for them in the city 
than they ever knew in the world. To raise 
this great liberty fund of two million dollars 
is the problem, and here is my plan, by which 
I believe it can be done. Let every reader 
of this book who believes the Ideal City a 
practical possibility, write three letters 
something like the following, which is given 
as a cample, and ma;l to each of three 
friends or relatives: 

Deab Sib: I have just finished reading 
a new book, entitled ^^The Ideal City,'* which 
describes a new civilization and how to reach 
it. To me it seems practical, and if it is, it 
will certainly be a vast improvement over 
present conditions and make this world a 
heaven on earth. I am so interested in it 
that I feel that you should read one of the 
books, and hope you will send and get one 
without delay. It costs only 25 cents and if 
it cannot be found at your book store have 
the dealer order some, or enclose 25 cents 
in a letter to E.' Peterson, Independence, 
Mo., who will mail you a copy.^^ 

(Sign Your Name.) 

After you have mailed these three letters 
then write another to me, giving me the 
names and addresses of those to whom you 
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sent Ihem, and then enclose yonr subscrip- 
tion. Whatever you feel you can afford — 
$1.00, $5.00, $10.00, $20.00, $100.00, or $1,- 
000.00. Some of you might easily make 
it $10,000.00, or even a million, and not 
miss it. But even at $1.00 each the rev- 
enue would pour in at the rate of thousands 
of dollars a day. As soon as $100,000 has 
been received we will organize The Ideal 
City Trust Company, and all funds will be 
turned over to it. When $400,000 is reached 
we will buy the land and then begin to build 
the city in the most expeditious, permanent 
way possible, which will be to put in the ma- 
chinery for producing the building material. 
If anyone receiving this book should not 
feel like writing the three letters, or should 
not care to make an^ subscription to The 
Ideal City fund, will you not kindly loan 
your book to some neighbor, who may, per- 
haps, take the chain up and keep it un- 
broken, which is important to the success of 
the movement. If this plan is carried out, 
as I believe it will be, the city will be under 
way within one year from this time. Qod 
bless everyone who will aid the project and 
help plant this grand new civilization in the 
earth. 
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CHAPTER Vni. 

WHERE THE AUTHOR STANDS. 

I DO not belong to any churchy because no 
church on earth comes up to my standard of 
Christianity. They teach a few things of the 
mental side — ^the spiritual side — of life as it 
effects the mind^ and have left the temporal 
or economic side to be operated by the devil, 
and the power of the latter has proved su- 
preme. I want a temporal salvation first, 
for with it goes the spiritual salvation. Ir 
am not a member of the Socialist organiza- 
tion now, because it takes up the economic 
and leaves off the spiritual principles and 
laws of Christianity and can never accom- 
plish its purpose of developing a grander 
civilization than can the church. The church, 
however, has done a grand good work, and so 1 
have the Socialists, and when the two prin- ^ 
ciples can be successfully merged into one we 
will have a fullness of Christianity which ] 
will redeem the world from the clutches of ; 
Satan, such as it never has been redeemed i 
before. Faith will never admit anyone into 
The Ideal City any more than it will admit 
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a person into Heaven. It will take works. If 
your works are good, your character beyond 
reproach, your morals perfect, and you are 
willing to turn your property into a common 
fund and renounce private ownership com- 
pletely, then you can get into The Ideal City, 
but not otherwise. If you imagine that you 
will get into Heaven in the hereafter by a 
method short of this you are simply mis- 
taken. That is why I stand aloof from all 
such societies and ask the best of those who 
are in them to join me in building an ideal 
city, whose foundation is the whole gospel — 
the "whole truth and nothing but the truth.'* 
Neither do I belong to any secret society, 
because secret societies are not needed in an 
ideal civilization. They grow and flourish 
only where conditions are so bad that self- 
protection demands some such organizations, 
and they will all disappear when the true civ- 
ilization is an established reality. I am 44 
years of age and have been employed in all 
sorts of occupations. I was employed as 
agent for two express companies for ten years 
and handled large sums of money without a 
cent of loss. I am also a telegraph operator, 
and was manager of the Postal Telegraph 
Company for ten years. I have been an 
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editor of a daily paper for six years^ and in 
nearly every issue have had something to 
say of the gi*eat struggle of the masses under 
commercialism and the redemption of the 
race, under a new order of things, of which 
this Ideal City is a beginning. I was the 
founder and manager of the great People's 
Union Mercantile Company's store, now in 
its fourth year, and a recognized financial 
success. My conscience is clear and my rec- 
ord can be vouched for by my friends to be 
reasonably good, as good as it is possible, 
perhaps, to be, under commercialism. 
I want to improve. I want to get out 
of the atmosphere of commercialism 
and all its supporting institutions, and ! 
into a place where it will be possible to ob* 
serve the Golden Eule, and for this reason I 
am engaged in the work of building an Ideal 
City, and I shall devote my life to that pur- 
pose, let come what will. 
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CHAPTEB IX. 

NO TIME LIKE THE PBESENT. 

The trouble with the human family^ is they 
are always living in the future, instead of 
the present. And the present, with all its 
joys, beauties and benefits, is, therefore, sel- 
dom appreciated. In January our thoughts 
are passing through the flower gardens of 
June, and when June comes we long for the 
[mellow days of Autumn. Our idea of 
: Heaven is that it is in the far distant future, 
' and usually in some other world, beyond the 
I dark and troublous Biver of Death. From 
^ this illusion, this dream of idle fancy, we 
must be awakened. Now is the day of our 
salvation, and this earth is the place on 
j/ which to make our heaven. If we cannot 
I make a heaven here, with the grand possibil* 
' ities and conditions that lie within our 
reach, we can never expect to find a place 
of happiness in another world. If the King- 
dom of Heaven is within us it will seek a 
physical demonstration here and now. If it 
is not in us then there is another kingdom 
within us that points to some indefinite 
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future time and tells ub ^^it is impossible to 
have ideal conditions now ; we must wait im* 
til the millemiiuTn, or until Christ comes/^ 
ete.^ and then we wait and struggle on 
against adversity, against Nature's Ood, 
whose laws are being constantly violated, 
both openly and in our secret chambers, imtil 
the physical being can endure the onslaught 
no longer and it lies down in cold and silent 
death. Let us live in the present. Let us 
enjoy the songs of the birds now, even though 
they are only sparrows' songs compared with 
the songs of the thrush and the nightingale 
that come in May. Let us live in the present 
and be happy, instead of in the future with 
its unhappiness now. The brightest assur-/ 
ance of a heaven in another world is our 
ability to make a heaven here; but remem-' 
ber, that there can be no heaven, no real, gen- 
uine happiness, where commercialism and 
private ownership of property exist. We 
think the rich happy, but they are not. We 
imagine the fanner content and happy, but 
he is not. Question him and find out for 
yourself. There is no happiness where so- 
ciety rests upon the poverty and misery of 
the masses as the vulture preys on a helpless 
flock of sheep. Where true happiness exists 
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there is heaven, no matter on what star it 
may be found, and that can only be realized 
under a system of economic equality such as 
I have here set forth. Sin brings its own pen- 
alty, the same as virtue brings its own re- 
ward. Sin does not bring the happiness 
which virtue brings. Eighteousness alone 
can bring true happiness. Sin may produce 
temporary pleasure to the carnal mind, but 
such pleasure does not constitute happiness 
and in a short time it will end in extreme 
sorrow and suffering as a penalty. True hap- 
piness never wavers, never fluctuates; it is 
the reward of righteousness, and no man can 
be righteous under an economic system of 
commercialism such as now exists. All 
around us we see misery, sorrow, want and 
suffering, the very fruits of sin and intem- 
perance, and the best evidence that right- 
eousness does not exist on the earth, for 
where righteousness is there is no want, no 
poverty, no riches, no rent, interest or taxes, 
but all are helping all in the pursuit of life, 
liberty and happiness. 
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CHAPTER X. 

BEPLBCTIONS BY THE WAY. 

Every man from the days of Adam, who 
has taught and advpcatei_piiiity-J}f life and 
e<juality of property has been inspired by the 
same spirit of divine love and wisdom which 
characterized the Son of God. Like a vein 
of ore rich in gold, sometimes wider, some- 
times almost pinching out, yet through it all 
nms the same precious metal. Enoch real- 
ized it to a greater degree than any other 
man, and was the most successful in the es- 
tablishment of an ideal city. Even Bellamy, 
whose wonderful book must ever stand as 
one of the wonders of the nineteenth century, 
was marvelously endowed with that spirit 
which will eventually establish a r gign of 
p eace and righteousness upon the earth. But! 
Bellamy only saw and spoke of the finished 
state. He had no idea how the great trans- 1 
formation should be brought about; that 
was left to another, who should, in the full- 
ness of time, make his appearance. The 
spirit that moves upon man in this direc- 
tion makes him iinselfish, patriotic, true. 
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noble^ and takes him out of the tangled be- 
wilderment of commercialism^ where the re- 
verse is true. We have had ^^Frenzied Pi- 
nance^^ since the day Cain slew his brother 
Abel to get possession of his property and 
who then lied to Ood about it. It has grown 
until thousands are murdered for the same 
selfish cause^ and lies about it are innumer- 
able^ all of which can be reversed and re- 
moved from the minds of men when the 
cause is removed — ^namely^ money and pri- 
vate ownership of property. The best reve- 
lations we have had of the workings of this 
system of murder and wickedness are those 
brought to light by that giant financier^ 
Thomas W. Lawson, of Boston, who has 
shown the terrible state of affairs that fol- 
low the system of every man for himself, 
regardless of his neighbor. The Gk>lden 
Bule is absolutely impossible under such a 
system, and what he tells us is true on Wall 
street is likewise true, only on a smaller 
scale, on every business street of every 
city in the world, and this in spite 
of the limited so-called Christianity which 
we so often refer to as the redeeming feature 
of our civilization. If I could only impress 
upon the rich men of the world the import- 
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ance to them of using their means to help 
reverse this system of Frenzied Finance and 
establish a system of brotherly love and ideal 
conditions, such as have been portrayed by 
BeUamy and other inspired writers, and 
which I believe to be practical if attempted 
on the plan herein set forth; if I could 
impress upon them the value to 
them of furnishing the means to 
make the experiment, I firmly be- 
lieve that it would result in greater satis- 
faction and peace of conscience in that they 
will have done the world a grander favor 

than if they endowed a hundred imiversities 
or built a thousand public libraries. Phil- 
anthrophy could go no farther than to build 
an Ideal City for an ideal people— standing 
there a physical reality beckoning the people 
to a higher and a nobler life and a better 
Christianity. 

Even the church (your church) is the 
victim of "Frenzied Finance.^^ It, too, has 
learned to deal in stocks and bonds based 
on fictitious values. It tells the people that 
they are going to get a dividend in the next 
world on their investments here, and the 
people have bought the securities for more 
than their actual worth because the bonds 
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say on their face that they are not redeem- 
able unless the holders comply with the 
stipulations thereon — ^namely, '^common own- 
ership of property, purity of life in the do- 
mestic relation and keeping all the other 
commandments of the great central govern- 
ment/' And yet the sellers of these securi- 
ties never mention this. 

Some day a Lawson will appear and warn 
the good people of their folly, when there is 
bound to be a slump in values and then 
we may expect to see the victims of mis* 
placed confidence flock to the gates of the 
Ideal City and lay all that they have at the 
door of the treasury for a home that 
will be a heaven on earth compared with the 
best existing conditions in the world. They 
will then unload their present securities on 
those who issued and inflated them, the same 
as the Wall street &ianciers, or thieves, 
have been forcf.d to do by the power of 
one honest, truthful man. It is the good 
people of the churches who need saving with 
a temporal salvation, and, so inseparably 
connected is the salvation in another world 
with that of a temporal salvation here that 
the one is impossible without the other, and 
a temporal salvation can never be realized 
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through private ownership of property or 
commercialism. All property must be held 
in common^ and this is the key to the real 
true Kingdom of Heaven^ which^ it has been 
predicted^ shall be built upon the earth in 
the last days^ and there is no other key, plan 
or system that will ever produce the results, 
no matter what claims may be made to the 
contrary, nor how frenzied the dealers in the 
stocks of another world may become in their 
efforts to dispose of their securities here for 
cash. 

In the Ideal City every man will be a 
king, every woman a queen and every child 
a prince or princess — ^monarchs in common 
of all they survey. Every citizen will be a| 
millionaire, for the millions of property in i 
the city will all be theirs to USE for com- \ 
fort and happiness, but not to OWN or dis- 
pose of. Under commercialism a man with 
millions is only rich in proportion as those 
millions contribute to his comfort and hap- 
piness. Private property and its consequent 
creation of selfishness in the human mind 
never can produce the happiness that goes 
with the free, unencumbered, mutual own- 
ership and use of property. They are rich 
beyond the dreams of avarice who have all 



52 THB IDEAL OITY. 

life's comf orts^ and none of its worries, which 
is only possible where each individual's hap- 
piness is the concern of all. The fear for 
the future under commercialism, which 
causes men to hoard wealth lest they and 
theirs may possibly be brought to want at 
some future time, is entirely removed from 
the minds of men where there is a system 
that oflEers protection to all regardless of the 
adversities and natural calamities that come 
to all with the approach of the mystery of 
death. This hoarding of wealth imder com- 
mercialism, caused by fear of the future, is 
taking the food from the mouths of the 
suffering humanity of the present which 
ought to be employed to make them happy 
and comfortable, and hiding it away for the 
ruin of future generations. Buin because 
it makes drones out of those who might 
otherwise become useful citizens, and en- 
ables the drones to ^lord if' over the work- 
ers of the world and consume the products 
of their toil in riotous living and debauch- 
ery of all kinds. Under the laws of the 
Ideal City, or, in other words, the laws of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, there will be no 
such hoarding. We will let each day, each 
year, take care of its own burdens and live 
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to the fullest possible degree of happiness 
in the present. 

Under commercialism it is a disgrace to 
work^ and a man or woman is a lady or gen- 
tleman in proportion to the number of ser- 
vants employed to wait on them. Not be- 
cause they really despise to work, but becaiuc 
the system under which they live makes it 
debasing to engage in honest toil. It is the 
unwritten law of commercialism that "Thou 
shalt not work no matter how strong thy 
inclinations are to do so, for it is debasing 
and ignoble." This law is as imperative as 
the unwritten law in China that a woman 
must be a deformed cripple for life in order 
to be a lady. Under the new civilization, 
as will be found in the Ideal City, this dis- 
grace of labor will disappear as if my magic. 
The residents will at once partake of the 
nature of a colony of working bees, with the 
drones all gone, and employ every 
moment of time allotted to them to labor 
in order to help fill the common storehouse ; 
and so eager will they become in their work 
that it will be diflScult to restrain its citi- 
zens from working longer than is necessary 
to furnish stores for all; and they will feel 
for a time, after liberation from this com- 
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mercial bondage^ that the abundant leisure 
on their hands is a mistake. But they will 
soon learn that life in its perfect state does 
not necessitate any hoarding for future gen- 
erations^ and consequently does not require 
that we must always be on a physical^ nerve- 
wreckings strain in order to subsist^ and then 
will the door of spiritual and intellectual 
development open wide before us and let in 
upon our minds a flood of knowledge^ not 
only of the phenomena of our own planet^ 
but the treasures of the starry 
heavens will come within our reach 
and the mind will expand and 
become wide as eternity in the assimila- 
tion of the knowledge of (Jod and His won- 
derful universe. Is this not worth our great- 
est thought and effort to reach, when it is 
so easy of acquisition as to require merely a 
change in the system of economics from pri- 
vate to mutual ownership of property? It 
seems so to me. 
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CHAPTEE XI. 

BREAD AND BUTTER CONDITIONS. 

A Christianity that does not provide a 
better way for everybody to obtain bread and 
butter and a home is no Christianity at all. 
And a Christianity that pretends to improve 
men^s moral conditions and not at the same 
time improve his bread and butter condi- 
tions is a flat failure. The bread and but- 
ter conditions now drive women to lives of / 
shame, murder innocent children, make 
demons of fathers, make fraud and lies, and | 
the catering to depraved appetites and pas- : 
sions positive necessities. They cause mur- ' 
der, litigation, robbery and political cor- 
ruption so great that the world is awed by 
its magnitude, and the efforts of a Chris- 
tianity which ignores these economic essen- 
tials to stem this awful tide of norrnption 
is absolutely in vain, fruitless, impotent, al- 
though it works hard, expend vast sums 
of money and sacrifice the best talent of 
the world in the attempt. The plan of the 
Ideal City is to first make the bread and 
butter conditions the best this world ever 
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saw^ and when they are made they will end 
forever the catalogue of crimes and sins 
above described. A nation is free only in 
proportion as its bread and butter condi- 
tions are free, regardless of its organic con- 
stitution. Private ownership of land and 
property curtails that liberty in the propor- 
tion of its distribution. Consequently, when 
all the property is concentrated in the hands 
of a few, with laws made to exact the great- 
est share of the soil^s products from its tillers 
for a chance to exist on it, then has liberty 
departed from that nation, regardless of its 
constitution or the institutions founded by 
the fathers when the nation was bom. And 
there is no way by which this system can be 
changed or remedied except through a Chris- 
tian theocracy built on the plans of the 
Ideal City as herein set forth. You can, 
therefore, see whither we are drifting, both 
as to church and state. It is easy to read 
the human barometer, for it is made plain 
everywhere by the bread and butter condi- 
tions of the race. Let us, then, contribute 
of our means to reverse the present order of 
things and again make the bread and but- 
ter conditions so easy, so light, so beau- 
tiful, that rest, liberty and freedom will 
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again be established to its fullest degree on 
the earth. The Ideal City plan is the only 
plan on earth or in heaven by which it can 
be done. It is an eternal plan as well as 
the plan of the Eternal. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

ATTAINING PERFECTION. 

"Jesus said unto him; if thou wilt be 
perfect, go, sell that thou hast, and give to 
the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
Heaven, and come and follow me,*' or, in 
other words, get out of commercialism and 
be free from sin. 

The rich young man, according to his own 
statement, was as good as the average Chris- 
tian of our day. He was a moral, good, 
young man, but yet he lacked something, 
and it turned out that he lacked the very 
same thing that the best church people of 
our age lack, and that is compliance with 
the principles of common property and 
purity of life, such as Christ himself prac- 
ticed. "Sell all that thou hast and give to 
the poor,'^ means to turn it into a common 
fund for the mutual benefit of those who 
claim no private property, and who in every 
other respect follow the example of Christ. 
In the sense of riches and poverty those who 
own nothing individually are poor, yet by 
following Christ they will lack neither food, 
clothes, nor a home in which to live for the 
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earth and its fullness are theirs in common. 
Again the passage illustrates the necessity 
for unselfishness and the utter impossibility 
of becoming perfect while owning property. 
It is only under commercialism, or the im- 
perfect system of economics such as we now 
have, that a man needs property, and the 
young man, basing all his conclusions on 
the system of commercialism then in vogue, 
realized that to comply with the instruc- 
tions would be an awful sacrifice. Like- 
wise would this be the case now, and we 
shall not ask any one to attempt perfection 
in this way until we haye a place prepared 
to receive him — ^the Ideal City — ^and then 
it wiU be an easy matter to "sell all that 
thou hast^^ and turn it into the common 
fund, which is the undoubted meaning of 
the passage, as it harmonizes perfectly with 
every other passage relating to the economic 
system of the Kingdom of Heaven on earth. 
Without it the Ideal City cannot be built 
or exist. Therefore, how important it is tb 
turn in our means to the building of such 
a city, so that those who wish to comply with 
the commandment to be perfect can have 
an opportunity to do so, providing they are 
worthy in all other respects. 
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CHAPTEE XIII. 

dowie's zion city. 

A GREAT deal of attention is being attracted 
by John Alexander Dowie, who has started 
a "Zion Citf' in the state of Illinois^ about 
forty miles from Chicago. His city is 
planned on a co-operative commercialism^ 
and commercialism in any degree cannot ex- 
ist in the Kingdom of Heaven. Property in 
his city is bought and sold as in any other 
city, except that instead of a title in fee 
simple he has a form of lease whidh runs 
until the year 3,000, which, as far as re- 
sults are concerned, is only a distinction 
without a difference. He has commercialism 
in full blast, including all its branches — 
banking, manufacturing for gain, merchan- 
dizing for prdfit, building for rents and in- 
terest on investments — ^and from a commer- 
cial standpoint seems to be a pronounced 
success. But from the standpoint of the 
Kingdom of Heaven is as far — I will not 
say as far, because he has a few good points 
which others have not, in addition to retain- 
ing the good qualities of other ini^titutions 
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that claim to be. the church of God — so I will 
say almost as far, from the true order of 
things as any other theocracy on earth. He 
has these good qualities. He has formulated 
rules which will gather into one community 
a class of people who are more temperate, 
more self-denying, and more virtuous, per- 
haps, than those of any city today on the 
American continent. The manufacture and 
sale of intoxicating liquor, or its use, is pro- 
hibited. Tobacco in all forms is prohibited, 
as well as swine's flesh, and otiier unclean, 
demoralizing foods and habits. This is all 
very well and marks a forward step in the 
natural process of evolution towards the 
ideal, but the fact that private ownership 
of property prevails — some rich, some poor, 
some living in palaces, and some in homes 
surrounded with scantiness in comforts and 
pleasures — stamps it at once as anything but 
the Kingdom of Heaven, or Zion. His ideas 
of a theocracy are likewise good, if the 
foundamental principles of the city govern- 
ment were true, but a theocracy under com- 
mercialism will drift along until it will be- 
come an autocracy as pronounced as that of 
the Czar of Eussia, who also, like Dowie, 
claims to be the ruler of the people "under 
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God/' and by the grace of God, and has a 
state church of his own. 

I find in Dowieism the same faults that 
are found in every other religious move- 
ment now on earth — ^namely, it takes a part 
of the truth and imagines it has it all. They 
all neglect the great fundamental principle 
of all property in common, and yet think 
they are in full possession of all the truths, 
thus neutralizing whatever good there may 
be in their other plans and purposes. Dowie- 
ism holds its miracles up to the world as 
an evidence of superiority and divine favor. 
Its adherents forget that the devil can per- 
form miracles. They forget that other de- 
nominations, whom Dowie denounces as 
apostate and abominable, can do, and have 
done many, wonderful miracles. I find 
wonderful cures in Christian Science, in 
Mormonism and even in Catholicism — ^just 
as pronounced, just as wonderful as in Dow- 
ieism. Dowieism has an industrial and 
ecclesiastical aristocracy as a result of an eco- 
nomic aristocracy. There is no aristocracy 
in the Kingdom of Heaven — ^no rich, no 
poor, no bond, no free. All are equal. All 
are under the necessity of doing their share 
of work, and all enjoy equally the blessings 
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of home and lifers comforts. Dowieism may 
flourish for a time — ^perhaps flourish beyond 
anything that may transpire in the develop- 
ment of the Ideal City — ^but it cannot en- 
dure. Every reformation that is based on 
private ownership of property is built on a 
sandy foundation^ and when the winds of 
disaster come and the rains of distress fall 
it will crumble to the earth to rise no more ; 
while the theocracy built on the eternal prin- 
ciples of common ownership of property, 
with all the other Christian attributes with 
it, will endure forever and forever. 

A great' deal more could be said against 
the claims of Alexander Dowie and his Zion 
movement, but why do so? Enough has 
been said to show that he is not building 
on the true foundation. Yet he may be 
doing an essential preparatory work, the 
same as the other churches are doing, with- 
out which it would be impossible to estab- 
lish the true order of things or even build 
the Ideal City. We are inclined to give 
all men due credit for all the good they are 
doing, though they may not be absolutely 
perfect, or even approximately correct in 
their plans and premises. 
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CHAPTEE XIV. 

MOBHONISM DISSECTED. 

As a geologist can trace a vein of gold 
through the rugged mountains of the west, 
so can a theologist trace the principles of 
the Kingdom of Heaven down through the 
ages to the^resent time, even from the 
time of Mam} who was inspired to seo the 
future orEis posterity to the latest genera- 
tion and who rejoiced in the time to come, 
even the last days, when peace on earth and 
good will towards men would prevail, as a 
result of the coming of the Great Eedeemer 
in the meridian of time. Here is an infal- 
lible rule by which to judge the true from 
the false. Every man w ho h as seen and 
taught the principles of ''all things in com- 
mon.'' In Te^mporiedtKi^FaM^^ffi^ life, 
virtue, temperance and a ll good work s, has 
been an ins pired man to a greater or less 
I degree. Those who claim divine inspira- 
tion and do not teach and advocate that 
eternal principle of '^common proper ty*' 
are frauds and deceivers through whom 
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only the inspiration of the devil operates^ 
who often appears as an angel of light for 
the very purpose of deceiving the children 
of men. By^this xnlft-wa .must, judge the 1 
founder of Mormonism. In the revelations 
through this prophet of the nineteenth cen- 
tury we find this order of ^^coj smon pro p- 
e rty^^ and purity of life more conspicuous 
than in the works of any other inspired 
writer in the entire theological catalogue. 
He not only advocated it, but tried his very 
best to put it into practice; but could not, 
for two reasons — ^namely, the time had not 
arrived jand the people were not ready for 
it. He planned cities under this new order 
and minutely described their building and 
government. . Hig^ plans were those of the 
ancient City of En^ h, which, according to 
sacred history, was taken up to heaven be- 
cause of its ideal perfection. In this City of 
Enoch there were no rich nor poor, no com- 
mercialism, no profit, rent or interest, and 
it was a city such as we are now contemplat- 
ing. His translation of the Bible has sup- 
plied us with whole chapters on the subject 
of Enoch and his city which had been elim- 
inateST'By translators in the early period of 
the Christian era for obvious reasons, and 
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in other places there have been restored 
whole paragraphs^ and in other places 
words and sentences which had been elim- 
inated by the early translators^ and all 
these restbrations bear the true mark of di- 
vine inspiration, because they elaborate on 
those two fundamental principles, and they 
tell more plainly than all the old versions 
of the Bible combined of the principles of 
the Eingdom of Heaven as outlined in these 
pages — ^namely, equality of property and 
P imty of lives! In His translation of 
the history of the ancient inhabitants 
of this continent this principle is again 
made known in how, for four hun- 
dred years after Christ had visited 
them, they lived pure lives and had all 
their property in common, and were pros- 
pered and blessed. But the historian tells 
us further in this record that at the end of 
the fourth century the people again began 
to become selfish and to depart from the 
true order of things and ceased to have all 
property in common, and when they 
'^ceased to ha ve all things i n common 
among them t here was no mor e TRUE 
Church o f Christ in all t he land/* Yet 
there evidently were Christian churches af 
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we have them today. Such things as these 
appearing all through his productions 
place Joseph Smith at once as an inspired 
man^ or there is no truth in the science of 
theology at all. With his martyrdom, how- 
ever, ended the true inspiration. There arc 
no such ear-marks of genuineness on any of 
the revelations of any of his su'jcessors, and 
instead of building on the foundations he 
laid and according to the plans marked 
out by him, they have established them- 
selves on a commercialism a^ pronounced 
as any in the world^s history. T hey have 
ignored the revelations of their prophet 
an3 ^seer and disregarde cL the fullness of 
the gospel he brought forth to the world 
ouFof darkness and ol&scurii^ Instead of 
being equaTTn temporal and spiritual 
things, they have rich and poor, palaces and 
dugouts, robes and rags, or, in other words, 
extreme inequality and all the attendant 
evils of commercialism and private owner- 
ship of property. They even assume to 
pass on the merits of the revelutiona given 
to their prophet by a vote ot' the general 
conference — think of it, dear reader — and 
in other matters they proved insubordinate 
to their great founder. Having disregarded 
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the fundamental principles of t he Kin gdom 
eaven, it was an easy step to disregard 
many other important things. Even the 
virtue of temperance given them was and is 
being ignored with impunity. It was a reve- 
lation called "The Word of Wisdom/^ in 
which tea, coffee, tobacco and intoxicating 
liquors were prohibited, and meats permit- 
ted to be eaten sparingly and at certain 
seasons. This was given for observarioQ 
by even the "weakest of those who. can 1)e 
called saints,'^ and yet tons upon tons of 
tobacco, tea and coffee, and even liquor, 
are being annually consumed by them, with 
no eeeming compunction of conscience, and 
without impairing their fellowship in the 
least. They have a system of tith ing which 
is only applicable under a system of com- 
mercialism and can never be a recogni zed 
principle under the fullness of the Gospel, 
because ~all property there is held in com- 
mon. They disregard the "Inspired Trans- 
lation" of the Bible, with its plain and pure 
principles restored by inspiration, and use 
the one which the Book of Mormon says 
"Became the foundation of the great and 
abominable church," and pay more atten- 
tion to the dreams and strange tongues^ 



MORMONISM DISSECTED. 69 

often of disreputable members of their con- 
gregation, than to the commandments 
found in their books. They seem to think 
that God is a changeable being and will 
recognize them as His church when they 
live under commercialism, while in a for- 
mer dispensation a "true Church of Christ" 
could not exist when they ceased to have 
all things in common amongst them. They 
live in lust in their domestic relations, 
which is self evident; for a pure man and 
woman would recognize the principles of 
the Kingdom of Heaven and would not 
labor under a system of commercialism and 
yet be so deceived as to believe they were 
the true Church of Christ, or call them- 
selves "Saints," when they are under com- 
mercialism, the same as every other church 
or community now on earth. They would 
not place over the doors of their commer- 
cial institutions the inscription, "Holiness 
to the Lord" when the only system that 
represents holiness to the Lord is entirely 
absent and ignored. Their reply to these in- 
dictments is that "We expect to grow into 
the true order of things some day." And 
thus they are lulling their victims to sleep, 
causing them to rest in "carnal security," 
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telling them "that all is well in ^ Qn/^ Some 
of them expect one "mighty and strong 
to come and set in order the house of God, 
and arrange by lot the inheritances of the 
Saints/^ But when he comes they will not 
recognize him, for unless he shoiQd come 
from their own midst (which he will not do) 
and recognize the authority and genuine- 
ness of their own churches, they will be- 
lieve him to be an impostor. It will be with 
them as it was with the Jews, who looked 
for the Christ, but, coming as he did so un- 
expectedly strange, they could not realize 
that the Child of Bethlehem was He. And 
thus the people are kept from entering into 
the true order of things by those who rule 
over them. After the United Order of 
Enoch was discarded by the Saints the 
Prophet gave them another plan, as Moses 
gave the children of Israel after he had 
destroyed the tablets of stone on which 
was written the higher law, and which they 
at that time were not prepared to receive. 
He gave them an organization applicable 
only under commercialism, and Included 
tithing and various ordinances and creeds, 
and under this the Latter Day churches are 
laboring unto this day, but under the great 
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delusion that they have the real genuine 
and only true gospel of the kingdom in full 
operation. Their work has, however, re- 
sulted in the gathering of a quarter of a 
million of people — some good, some bad, 
some indifferent — from all parts of the 
world — a great and essential work towards 
the final establishment of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, or, in other words, the Order of 
Enoch on earth. The only trouble is the 
people they have gathered have taken this 
preparatory work for the genuine so seri- 
ously and so long that their minds have 
been so poisoned by it that they will hesi- 
tate to enter into a higher order of develop- 
ment unless it shall come through their 
present organization and leaders, which is 
impossible, as they have time and again 
tried and failed. It is as impossible for 
them, as church organizations, to establish 
the Order of Enoch as it is for the waves 
of the mighty ocean to get beyond the 
bounds fixed by Nature^s God. The work 
that has been done by them has gathered 
a heterogeneous people. Good and bad 
/ighes have been caught in their nets, and 
now the day of separation has come, when 
the good, the elect, the honest in heart, the 
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liomogencous, will be gathered from among 
them and will help to build a holy bity, a 
place of refuge, on the land consecrated for 
that purpose. Sucha city can only be built on 
the plans of the Order of Enoch — "all 
things in common/^ temperate in all 
things, keeping themselves free from sin, 
pure in heart, clean in body, denying them- 
}?clves every worldly lust, every carnal pas- 
sion,even in their own family relations, and 
every evil thought. An invitation is now 
and hereby extended to such people as have 
gathered into these churches to come and 
join this solemn assembly and give of your 
means and your time towards the erection 
of this Ideal City. This same invitation is 
extended to all the best, noblest and true 
people in all churches, for none but the best 
will be received or find a home in the Ideal 
City. Do not question tb*^ Muthority for 
such a call for "whoso thrusteth in his 
sickle shall reap,^^ and the harvest is ripe. 
The wheat must now be gathered from 
among the tares. Those who now claim au- 
thority to act for the people have long 
since forfeited that authority by failing to 
observe the commandments on which all 
such authority is predicated. The high 
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priesthood, which is after the Order of the 
Son of God, can only be obtained by obedi- 
ence to law, even the law of the celestial 
kingdom, which includes the Order of 
Enoch, which law is impossible of observ- 
ance Tinder a system of commercialism. So 
you can easily determine the quality and 
quantity of priesthood and authority now 
held by those who claim it. Don't be fooled 
any longer in this matter, but acquire 
the priesthood and authority for yourself 
by obedience to the laws on which they 
rest. Get out of commercialism and come 
to the City, which will rise in splendor and 
glory as did the City of Enoch of oJd, an<i 
Zion will be redeemed forthwith. If you 
cannot be weaned from the breasts so sud- 
denly as that, then send me your means — 
all you can spare — ^which need not alfect 
your present standing in the church, and 
when the city begins to rise, fair as the sun, 
clear as the moon, and terrible as an army 
with banners, there will be a place prepared 
for you to enter in — a place you long have 
sought in. vain through the process of com- 
mercialism, private ownership, and, conse- 
quently, a fraudulent priesthood. The 
awakening period must come, and if you 
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should not all awaken at once it will never- 
theless cause some to come forth and f^ake 
part in the final work of the redemption 
of Zion. 
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CHAPTEE XV. 



SOCIALISM DEFINED. 

Political Socialism, as defined by the au- 
thorities on. that subject, which provides 
for national ownership and supervision over 
all public utilities, is certainly a great step 
in the line of human progress; but its real- 
ization is quite another thing. There is nu 
doubt but that Socialism, as understood, is 
an ethic of Christianity, but as Christianity 
only becomes practical as a whole it is diffi- 
cult to see how one of its greatest princi- 
ples can be successfully established and all 
the rest ignored. For instance. Socialism 
recognizes private ownership of property to 
a limited extent. If it is right to own any- 
thing it becomes equally right to own 
everything a man can get into his possea- 
sion. Consequently the force of the princi- 
ple of Socialism as an ethic of Christianity 
is lost. And, should our civilization ever 
succeed in crossing the barriers and finally 
reach the point in its career of progress 
where Socialism gained control of the gov- 
ernments of the world, it would stUl see 



76 THE IDEAL CITY. 

ahead, through the mists of the dawning of 
a brighter day much room for improve- 
ment. Socialism being an ethic of Chris- 
tianity, cannot become an established reality 
without all the other ethics of Christian- 
ity being included. We cannot have a per- 
fect economic system and disregard the 
moral, the pure, the sacred, in human exist- 
ence. It is impossible. Neither can Social- 
ism be established with a heterogeneous 
people. An immoral man, an intemperate 
man, a man who has bad habits of any 
kind and lives a godless, sinful life, can no 
more become a factor in a true economic 
condition of societv, as Socialism contem- 
plates, than he can neutralize the forces of 
gravity by passing resolutions. The 
churches of the world have tried a limited 
Christianity for centuries and the world is 
as full of sin and iniquity today as ever in 
its history. Christianity being impractical 
except as a whole, it must naturally resolve 
itself into a proposition similar to that out- 
lined in these pages — purity of life, equal- 
ity in temporal things and the selection of 
homogenuous people to plant the new civil- 
ization in the earth. So you can see what a 
grand and noble work the Ideal City build- 
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ers are engaged in. Now, does it not seem 
to you worthy of every assistance you can 
give it to aid in its grand realization? 
Would you call it money wasted should 
even the attempt prove a failure? I would 
not. It is worthy our noblest effort to test 
the experiment so grandly portrayed as the 
great final civilization of this planet, in 
which Christ himself shall dwell, and all 
wickedness be swept away, which can only 
be done by abolishing private ownership of 
poverty and wealth. Are you with us in 
this noble work? If so, send in vour contri- 
butions and let us get the work a going — 
the sooner the better, and every dollar 
counts. 
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CHAPTEE XVI. 

THE PROHIBITION QUESTION. 

Temperance being one of the Christian 
virtues, requiring a great degree of self- 
denial, cannot become the rule of society 
unless that society is established upon all 
the principles of Christianity. Here again 
is plainly demonstrated the great truth 
that Christianity only becomes pradtical as 
j a whole. As long as there is a system of 
unchristian economics, which enables some 
men to coin the depraved appetites of their 
fellow men into gold, or into food and rai- 
ment, so long will the liquor traffic be in 
operation in spite of laws, in spite of courts 
or Carrie Nations. But the very moment 
that an economic system is evolved that 
does away with profit, interest, rent and 
wages, that very moment will prohibition 
become easier of accomplishment than it 
now is to have intemperance. Men do not 
naturally want to injure their fellow men 
by giving them a poison that destroys the 
intellect and depraves the physical body, 
and would much prefer doing them a grand 
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and lasting favor, but the foundation on 
which society rests has turned the. hearts 
of men into demons in order that they 
might earn a livelihood at the least possible 
expense of physical labor, and the depraved 
appetites of men open a broad door for 
them, which it is but natural and reasona- 
ble to suppose will be entered as long as 
that door is open. And it cannot be closed 
under commercialism. Selfishness breeds 
selfishness. Unselfishness breeds unselfish- 
ness. Private ownership of property makea 
men selfish; it grows on them until others, 
less selfish, are forced into selfishness for 
self-protfection from real hunger, cold and 
rags. Like hogs in a pen, each must look 
after himself or starve, and must not be 
afraid of getting his nose in the swill to do 
it; the same as the hogs must do, to get a 
share of life's necessities. This accounts 
for the liquor traffic, and all the churches, 
Women's Temperance Unions and prohibi- 
tion parties on earth are simply fighting a 
losing battle, struggling against impossibil- 
ities, and "wasting their fragrance on the 
desert air," or, rather, their eloquence on a 
tornado. 

The new civilization of which the Ideal 
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City is but an example, being established on 
an entirely different economic system, will 
entirely change results. Temperance, vir- 
tue, unselfishness, loving one's neighbor as 
one's self, will become the normal state of 
society as easily and as naturally as it is 
now to have the reverse the normal state 
of society. So, if you really want prohibi- 
tion and a true Christian civilization, here 
is an opportunity. Can you afford to with- 
hold your means with such prospects in 
full view? The best qualities of men can- 
not be developed imder commercialism. In 
fact, their worst qualities are constantly 
being appealed to and catered to— sensual- 
ity, appetite, gain, riches. To satisfy these 
abnormal cravings seems to be the very 
acme of human effort, and all because of 
the system of one living oflf of the other, 
like vultures. Under the laws of the Ideal 
City the very best in men's natures will be 
developed and the incentive to do wrong 
will be reduced to the minimimi. There is 
the whole difference, and in the economic 
conditions of society — the bread and butter 
conditions — ^lies the secret of both the bad 
and the good systems. The one we now 
have could not possibly be any worse, while 
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the one of the Ideal City could not possibly 
be any better. They are antipodes of each 
other in the full sense of the word. 
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CHAPTEE XVII. 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE. 

What has been said of other religious 
combinations can be said of the Christian 
Scientists. They have one or two parts of 
Christianity and think they have it all. It 
is a peculiar delusion that affects men^s 
minds as soon as they get just one new idea 
different from others. Some sects even 
stake their entire salvation on which day 
is the real Sabbath — ^whether it is the fii'st 
or last day of the week — and ignore prac- 
tically everything else in the Christian re- 
ligion. Narrow-minded men. There is 
really nothing of importance to Christian 
Science. The basis of it all is the old, well- 
known physical phenomena of the effect 
of mind over matter, and can be done by 
nearly anyone after a little mental train- 
ing. The idea that the sick can be healed 
by the proper exercise of the mind, or by 
faith, is an old one and not necessarily a 
a part of the doctrine of Christ. A man 
who violates natural law by living after the 
flesh, and thereby destroys his physical body 
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by inches^ might exercise mental science 
until doom^s day and not check his onward 
march to the grave one moment. The ef- 
forts of the mind to overcome disease must 
be supported by the exercise of self-denial 
and the observance of the laws of God that 
will preserve life or the mental effort will 
be merely so much wasted mental energy 
of a nature that really does the victim more 
harm than good. The victims of this 
species of insanity will have to undergo 
quite a transformation before they can ex- 
pect to enter into the Ideal City aiid live 
rational^ but pure, serene, happy, healthy 
lives. 

I would not give a cent for a Chris- 
tianity or a church that has it not in its 
power to create a heaven on earth, a heaven 
as grand, as glorious and as full of happi- 
ness as ever was portrayed for another 
world. It can be done, but not under com- 
mercialism. Men can do it by observing 
the principles of the Kingdom of Heaven 
as embodied in the antipode of commercial- 
ism, and that is the science of Economic 
Equality. Thaf s the "Christian Science'^ 
that will bring not only physical and men- 
tal health and happiness for time, but for 
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eternity, without any of the mental trage- 
dies so common in Christian Science. 



CHAPTEE XVIII. 

THE SALVATION ARMY. 

The Salvation Army is the Red Cross 
Society on the battlefield of commercial- 
ism. For such emergencies it is a well ap- 
pointed but very costly auxiliary 
to the industrial armies of the 
world. Outside of that it is do- 
ing very little good, and less harm, 
for the advancement of the race. When 
commercialism ends by the introduction 
of the new order of things this Bed Cross 
Society will become obsolete and from its 
ranks may be secured a few who may be- 
come citizens of the Ideal City, but as a rule 
they are not the people we are looking for. 



THE INDIANS. 85 



CHAPTEE XIX. ; 

THE INDIANS. 

HiSTOBY does not contain any greater 
examples of heroism^ honor^ integrily and 
patriotism than was found in the souls 
of many of the untutored children of the 
American forests by those who came to 
take away their lands. If they have deteri-f 
orated in these good qualities it has been! 
occasioned by contact with the white man, | 
from whom they have learned whatever bad- 
ness, immorality and intemperance they now 
possess. And now the white man, backed up 
by the government, is wiping out the last 
trait of nobility in their characters by forc- 
ing them into commercialism against their 
will, against the traditions of their fathers 
and against the best judgmenc of their 
wisest and most patriotic citizens, the 
motive of the white man being, as it has 
always been, to get possession of their lands, 
which becomes more easily possible under 
private ownership than when it was all held 
in common. Of course the white man tells 
us how he is "civilizing the natives,^^ edu- 
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eating them, and will finally make them 
^^citizens of the great republic/' True, but 
could anjrthing be more deplorable? Could 
anything be done that would so greatly 
demoralize them as to make them citizens? 
Have you not noticed how the negroes have 
become, under full citizenship, more de- 
moralized every day, and :i curse to a free 
government, because they hold the eagle 
on the American dollar in greater reverence 
than the pure ballot of American freemiir'' 
The same will apply to the Indians under 
this selfish, demoralizing civilization. It is 
well enough to .educate the Indian i;i the 
arts, sciences, and manual training, for l^iis 
is elevating and ennobling; but to force him 
from the ideal ownership of land into com- 
mercialism is but to make his education a 
dangerous weapon in his hands instead of 
a grand benefit. The nation is ignorant of 
this fact because it itself is so steeped in 
commercialism that none of our executive 
or legislative departments know what harm 
they are doing to the red man by this divid- 
ing up of his lands and placing individual 
ownership and education in his possession. 
No, they do not know the danger to the 
liberties of the republic that such combina- 
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tions will make, nor will they realize it un- 
til the injury is done. The ancestors of \h?. 
Indians were undoubtedly of the h(»use of 
Israel, and their sons and daughters will 
make splendid citizens of the Ideal City 
and they will certainly be welcome, for the 
Indian has less selfishness to overcome and 
will fall into the principle of common own- 
ership of property more readily than will 
those of the white race. As for the prin- 
ciples of purity and the other Christian 
virtues essential to citizenship in that City, 
I have no doubt but that the children of 
this noble race will become as successful 
in passing the necessary examination as 
will any of their white brethren. There- 
fore I will welcome the Indians to the Ideal 
City, and ask them to help with their means 
all they can in establishing a civilization 
that will be better than any they have ever 
seen or dreamed of, and yet one that retains 
the land as common property, so sacred to 
the memory of their forefathers. 
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CHAPTEE XX. 

A WOBD TO THE BIOH. 

You have been favored by fortune in 
the accumulation of wealthy and through 
your wise and prudent methods your fortune 
is expanding all the time. You have con- 
tributed large sums, perhaps, to emlow in- 
stitutions of learning, libraries, churches, 
felt the need to society of such institutions 
and felt a pride in lending your aid to every 
worthy cause. You perhaps have a family 
of sons and daughters who have been over- 
indulged until they have turned out just 
the opposite of what you desired them to 
be. The curse of wealth has overpowered 
them. Yet you could not for a moment 
permit yourself to think of poverty as a 
remedy, for that ofttimes means want and 
suffering. There being no mean between 
the two extremes, you have gone on accumu- 
lating wealth and only eased your con- 
science by doing the general public some 
good and lasting favor. "The Ideal City^' 
project opens a grander field for good than 
any plan ever offered the race. It will pre- 
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vent poverty and it will also prevent wealth. 
Yet all will be provided for in comfort. 
The curse of wealth will be absolutely 
wiped out and the strenuous life lived by 
the rich will become one of ease and com- 
fort in this Ideal City. It will be a good 
educational institution — ^manual trainings 
economic^ and practical. It will prevent in- 
sanity^ disease^ crime, intemperance, im- 
morality and give the world an example 
of a real Christian community without 
that shame of hypocrisy which goes with 
the imifonned, long-faced specimens of 
humanity who appear unto men to be holy. 
We shall encourage innocent pleasure of 
all kinds in this Ideal City and strive to 
make every moment one of joy and every 
thought a ray of sunlight. To establish 
such a society, such a grand institution, 
for humanity, would it not interest you? 
Would you not take delight in its building 
and aid in its grand achievements? We 
know you would if you could only see, as 
we can see, the results; and feel, as we feel, 
its importance to the welfare of both the 
rich and the poor. If you can, make a liberal 
contribution to this cause, and rest assured 
that when the city does rise in its grandeur 
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you will feel that the means you contributed 
to it have been doing a grander work for the 
redemption of mankind than any donation 
you have ever before made in all your lives. 
Should it prove a failure and you should 
lose every cent you put in it there is One 
above who reads the heart and who will re- 
ward those who from philanthropic motives 
lend their aid to uplift the world into a 
higher and grander civilization, where none 
of the wickedness now so prevalent can ever 
find a habitation. You will never miss the 
sums, however great, even to half of your 
possessions, given for such a grand cause 
as this — ^the building of an Ideal City. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

A WOBD TO THE POOR. 

"The poor shall inherit the earth/^ but 
remember^ my dear friends^ that it will never 
be under this system of commercialism. 
You must change the system to change the 
possibility of a respectable home for your- 
self and loved ones. The plan of the Ideal 
City will do this. It will demonstrate to 
all the world the grand truths of Christi- 
anity — ^not a part, but all of them. It will 
make it possible for a man to love his neigh- 
bor as himself. It will make the Gk)lden 
Eule the easiest rule in the world to observe, 
while now it is absolutely impossible to do 
so. With such a lofty purpose and such* a 
reasonable solution of the great economic 
problem why should you not, above all men, 
lend your support, smalllhough it may be, 
to this grand project. Perhaps you are poor 
and think that you cannot spare one dollar 
a month from your earnings, but is it not 
a fact that you are spending more than one 
dollar each month that is not doing you half 
the good that a dollar given towards the 
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building of this Ideal City will do you? 
Would you not give that sum a month to test 
an experiment that may give the poor and 
meek of the earth an equal share of God^s 
blessings with those whom you look upon as 
the fortunate rich now? If you would not, 
then, indeed, is your hope of the ultimate 
redemption of the race gone, and you will 
wander down lifers rugged pathway until 
the end with the star of promise of a better 
day for the poor still below the eastern hori- 
zon. 

Perhaps you may imagine it is another 
scheme whereby some one will reap a great 
benefit and yourself be swindled, as is often 
and often done under commercialism, and 
that this will cause you to withhold your 
assistance. But let me again assure you, 
dear reader, that no one will get one cent 
of profit out of the project. It is no money- 
making scheme — ^no stocks, bonds, profits, 
dividends, rents or interest. All of these old 
"skin games^^ will be absolutely abolished, 
and every dollar received will be put into 
land and comfortable homes for you to live 
in if you are worthy; if not, your contribu- 
tion must be scrificed to those who make 
themselves pure in heart and worthy to live 



A WOKD TO THE POOB. 93 

there. The man who contributes a million 
dollars to the building of this city will have 
no chance tb enter there or live there unless 
he is worthy in every way, according to the 
rules herein set forth, while the family who 
prove themselves worthy, although they pos- 
sess not even the value of one cent of prop- 
erty, will be given a home therein. True 
Christianity is not based on money, as it 
appears to be under tUe present system, and 
only true, pure, holy people will enter this 
city and live in it free from sin and all 
evil. Now, listen to that still small voice, 
which will ttell you that you should help 
along this grand work, and we will have 
no fear of the result nor the future suc- 
cess of this great work of redemption for 
Gtod's people, both poor and rich. 
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CHAPTEE XXII. 

TO THE PBESS. 

Having been an editor of a daily paper 
for the past six years^ I have learned the 
magnitude of the power of the press in 
moulding public opinion and the influence 
it wields among men for both good and 
evil. As a rule editbrs are broad minded^ 
liberal and patriotic^ and when it comes to 
philanthropy they never take a back seat^ 
but use their pens to further whatever cause 
that to them seems good. Many of them 
live in an atmosphere of progress^ many 
years ahead of their period, but, lest public 
opinion is not ripe for their advanced ideas, 
they wait for a more opportune time. Others 
agaiQ see only the image of the eagle stamped 
on a coin and only speak forth as dictated 
by this mute oracle of commerce. I appeal 
to the editors of the world tb help a brother 
editor to build an Ideal City, a city worthy 
of the name, and a city, when built, which 
every editor in this broad land will take 
a pride in visiting and who will be made to 
feel thrice welcome guests. I do not ask 
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them for money contributions, for if there 
is anything an editor dislikes it is to part 
with money. But, as the Ideal City is not a 
money-making project — ^no one is ever to 
receive a cent of interest, rent, profit or 
even salary from any of its citizens — ^is it 
too much to ask the editors to give some of 
the space in their publications to the cause? 
Perhaps you may not recognize in the move- 
ment all that is claimed for it, but why not 
give it the benefit of the doubt and say some- 
thing? It will cost you nothing to tell the 
people the contents of this little volume, 
fairly and honestly. Tell them where they 
oan secure a copy of this book. Tell them 
the principles on which Ihe city is to be 
built. Tell the truth, even without com- 
ment, and you wUl be doing a mighty work 
for the advancement of the building of that 
city. I cannot reach the people; you can. 
And when the people are reached contribu- 
tions will flow in by the hundreds from all 
parts of the world, and the city will rise 
from the earth as if by magic and stand an 
honor to the donors, among whom will be 
pre-eminently the editors whose work is al- 
ways eflfective when well done. If you can- 
not speak a favorable sentence for it, use it 
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as a news item. Criticize it adversely^ rather 
than remain silent^ for men are often reached 
by negative methods who cannot be reached 
in any other way. You can give it a para- 
graph^ a column^ yes^ even a page^ and feel 
that you have not said a word that will add 
a cent of profit to any one^ for every cent, 
from even the sale of the book — above ex- 
penses — ^will eventually go into the treasury 
of the Ideal City. That is why I can con- 
scientiously ask your support without offer- 
ing you financial remuneration. I am only 
asking you to do for me what I would only 
be to glad to do for you under similar cir- 
cumstances, and if you have a plan that 
promises even half as much reform for the 
temporal and spiritual welfare of the race 
send it to me and it shall have my best 
efforts in a column a day, for one year if 
necessary, in my pap^r, free of charge, to 
test the experiment. I will now leave the 
matter largely in your hands and hope you 
will lend such aid to this unique project as 
you often do to less worthy causes. 
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CHAPTEE XXIII. 

HISTORY OP THE PEOPLE'S UNION MERCAN- 
TILE COMPANY. 

With the purpose in view of ameliorating 
the conditions of the people, I began the agi- 
tation for a great co-operative department 
store in 1900. We (my brother Alfred and 
myself) secured a large three-story building 
on Main street that had been ruined by fire, 
and repaired it aad bought out the principal 
grocery in town and opened up a grocery 
department; then a fresh meat department, 
hardware, etc., and advocated all the time 
through our daily paper, then called ^^The 
Letter,^' the advantages of co-operation, and 
urged upon the people to take an interest 
in the store and share its profits, either in 
dividends or in reduction of prices. Few 
responded, as men with money waated a cor- 
poration under state law and to use their 
money as an investment, and the poor had 
no money with which to buy stock or help 
themselves through a co-operative store. So, 
in order to secure capital, we incorporated 
in 1901, with a capital stock of $25,000, 
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under the laws of Missouri, and in 1902 we 
began the erection of an addition to our 
building, and succeeded in building a fine 
three-story, shale brick structure, with ce- 
ment floor basement under all. Alfred, 
being the supervising architect, and having 
charge of the work from the excavating of 
the basement to the tin roof, even looking 
after the quarrying of the rock, succeeded 
in constructing a most substantial building. 
It was conceded that this new structure was 
the best building in the city. This gave us 
a three-story building, 50x150 feet in size, 
with basement under all, and placed us in 
a position to do a great business — ^which 
we are doing with the limited stock we are 
able to carry. Our building is large enough 
to carry a dozen departments with a $100,000 
stock of goods, while at this time we have 
only four departments and about $20,000 
in stock and real estate worth $20,000. It 
is recognized that from a business standpoint 
our undertaking has been a grand success, 
but it did not fulfill the purpose we had 
in view in starting it. We wanted to unite 
the people in commercial pursuits and gradu- 
ally lead them into the system of '^all things 
in common" on the plan of the Ideal City. 
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But we learned this great lesson — ^that it 
is impossible to mix the two systems; that 
they cannot have any common ground what- 
ever, and that tb arrive at the Ideal City 
through a commercial gateway is impossible. 
Therefore, we are ready to withdraw from 
commercialism and turn our interests in the 
big store over to some one else at the first 
favorable opportunity and devote our time, 
talents and means in the direction laid down 
in this little book for the building of an 
Ideal City. The school we have gone through 
under commercialism has given us a most 
thorough and valuable education, however, 
which will be needed in directing the des- 
tinies of the new craft which we expect, 
with your aid, kind reader, to launch upon 
the troubled ocean of human progress and 
make a grand success. We have learned to 
successfully handle men, to build buildings, 
to keep out of commercialism, and never 
engage in anything that deals in rent, in- 
terest, profit, or anything of this nature, 
with a view of helping the people or reliev- 
ing them from their oppressions. It is 
against the very nature of commercialism 
to attempt such a thing. Consequently, to 
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be true to ourselves, we are done forever with 
commercialism. 

The store employs twenty-five men and 
women, including those employed in the 
printing ofl5ce, and the discipline is perfect. 
I have been the president of the company 
since its organization and my brother Alfred 
has been vice-president. We both have 
managed it from the beginning, and, though 
president, I never leave it to an employe 
to open the store, but get up at 5 o'clock 
every morning and come a mile either on 
foot or on a bicycle to open up and look 
after the morning trade. While doing so 
I prepare the matter for the Daily Eecord 
alone and unaided. My brother generally 
sees that the store is properly closed at night, 
so we come as near as is possible to knowing 
what we are doing all the day long. The 
clerks have our confidence, and respect us. 
I merely mention this that the reader can 
form an estimate of our capacity for con- 
ducting and establishing large enterprises, 
and successfully handling men and money 
in the pursuit of profits under commercial- 
ism. Yet I do not enjoy the life of a mer- 
chant, for it is a strenuous one. There are 
so many leaks in the business through dis- 



HISTORY OF THE P. U. M. COMPANY. 101 

honest patrons and employes, so much ex- 
pense, interest, insurance, taxes and rents, 
that those in charge, if they win success, 
must ever be on the alert to prevent sales- 
men from stealing money and delivery men 
from stealing goods through the back door, 
and when all the many leaks and expenses 
are considered it is really a wonder that even 
five per cent of the merchants survive for 
more than a very short time. And it does 
not surprise me to hear of this one or that 
one "going out of business,^^ or having a 
"fire sale,^^ or a "trustee^s sale,^^ or going 
back to the farm ^Tbroke^^ after creditors 
have taken everjrthing in sight. A strictly 
honest man has no business in any line of 
commercialism, for his honesty will become 
badly deranged unless he is very careful. 
KTo, I do not envy the merchant all he can 
get out of his mercantile business, as he 
earns it — every cent — far more dearly 
than does the mechanic at the bench or the 
blacksmith at the forge, and, if a man can 
make a real success under commercialism 
in the mercantile department, he is noth- 
ing short of a hero, and is well adapted to 
make a success of anjrthing in which men 
and money are factors, and more especially 
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is this true where all profit, rent and inter- 
est are eliminated and the motives are loftier 
than merely sordid gain. Yet one cannot 
be too careful, for a time may come when 
even your own brother will break the most 
sacred relations and ties and take advantage 
of you. Consequently I do not propose to 
take any chances on any who may want to 
enter this city until they are thoroughly 
tested and found not wanting. Neither will 
a single contribution be acceptable imless 
it is accompanied with a written statement 
that it is a free-will offering and not an 
"investment'^ or ^loan^' to be looked after 
some future day. It will require the wis- 
dom gained by experience in dealing with 
money and men to succeed in building this 
Ideal City. I realize this. 
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CHAPTBE XXIV. 

THE IDEAL CITY NOT A SPEOULATIVB ENTER- 
PRISE. 

KTow^ kmd reader, in asking you to put 
your money into the project to build a model 
city for a model people, I do not promise you 
big dividends or great profits — ^nor even small 
ones. All I can promise you is that every 
dollar sent in will be honestly expended for 
the building up of this city; to test by actual 
experiment the principles which appear from 
Holy Writ to be the ideal, the true, the pure. 
All the return you can hope to receive from 
your contribution is the satisfaction that 
will come from helping what promises to 
be a great and lasting benefit to the race 
in freeing the people from the horrors of 
riches and miseries of poverty and want, 
and making ideal conditions take the place 
of the present chaotic state of society. In 
other words, we want to test a practical 
Christiaiiity, for we have had theoretical 
Christianity long enough to demonstrate 
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that it is impractical as far as ideal condi- 
tions of society in material things are con- 
cerned. If you do not feel that the cause 
is worthy your support, well and good. God 
will provide a way, and when the city shall 
shine forth fair as the sun you will regret 
that this opportxmity failed to interest you 
sufficiently to offer it any support. The city 
will be built whether or not you or I ever 
turn a hand towards it, for it was placed on 
the program before the morning stars sang 
together and the world was created; and 
some one, some time, will lay it& founda- 
tions, and others will contribute of their 
means to its upbuilding. With this hope 
and this purpose I leave the matter of your 
help in your own hands and trust that you 
will see your way clear to give, not only 
a few dollars, but even thousands and mil- 
lions. You have never in all your life had 
an opportunity to contribute to so grand 
a cause, and never have you had the satis- 
faction and peace of conscience that will 
come with the rise and success of this great 
Ideal City, whether or not you will be worthy 
of a home therein. May the spirit of Him 
who rules all things move you to act in this 
matter is the desire of the writer, and may 
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you see the value of starting a system — 
the very antipode of commercialism — ^which 
will make men better by changing condi- 
tions and improving the world, and then 
let all the glory and honor and power be 
ascribed to the Great Euler of the universe, 
who inspires men to do good deeds and build 
up a better and grander civilization. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

MEMBERSHIP IN THE IDEAL CI TY BUILDBB S^ 

A SSOCIAT ION. 

Every contributor to the Ideal City build- 
ing fund becomes an honorary member of 
the Ideal City Builders* Association^ but 
will have no voice in the management of the 
city, either during its building or after it 
\ is built. The board of trustees, selected by 
1 myself, must have a free and untrammeled 
! hand in all the affairs pertaining to the 
I building of the city, and not be responsible 
. to any one but their (Jod. It would never 
do to be governed in this matter by a lot 
of people who do not understand how the 
work must be done. In other words, no 
one can buy a voice in the management of 
the affairs of the city or it& construction. If 
that could be done the fellow with the most 
money would have the most to say about 
its building, and the results would be dis- 
astrous to the enterprise. Neither can any- 
one, by reason of his contributions, become 
a citizen of that city unless he can pass the 
required examination. This city must not 
be based on commercialism in the least de- 
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gree^ and money must have nothing what- 
ever to do with it beyond buying the land 
and material and paying for the labor in 
its building. All that the public is asked to 
do is to furnish the funds and we will build 
the city according to the plans herein set 
forth. What kind of an electrical invention 
do you suppose Edison would produce did 
he tsike his instructions from a lot of peo- 
ple who know nothing about the science of 
electricity? If the people should contribute 
of their means to help him in his work^ 
could they even offer any suggestions that 
would be of any value to this master in- 
ventor who has made that science a life 
study? Certainly not; and it would be as 
absurd to permit the people who have never 
studied the question to have a voice in the 
erection of this Ideal City simply because 
they have contributed to its resources. The 
first member in this association out- 
side of the writer was Mr. Louis Hilty, 
of Independence^ Mo., who contributed 
the sum of ten dollars to the city build- 
ers' fund early in January of this year, before 
this book was finished. He will probably 
give more, and perhaps become one of the 
$1.00 per month contributors to the fund. 
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CHAPTBE XXVI. 

COMMEROIAUSM. 

CiOMMERGiALiSM pervades eyerythiiig. It 
goes into the home and disrupts families. 
It goes into the churches and becomes fheir 
chief comer stone^ splitting them up into 
many denominations It goes into society 
and groups the people according to their 
wealth, and not according to their excel- 
lence of character It enters into the sports 
of the children ; a game of ball, or even mar- 
bles, is based upon money, profit, or some- 
thing of the kind. It enters the ball-room, 
and, dressed in silks and diamonds, parades 
its superiority and makes fools of those who 
have, as well as those who have not, those 
commercial advantages. The street fakir 
employs it in his questionable business.' It 
drives the women into lives of shame and 
tiie m,en to debauchery and intemperance. 
It adulterates our food and medicines, poi- 
sons the candies for the little ones to eat 
and makes our clothes out of old rags. It 
corrupts our government by bribing our leg- 
islatures and mimicipal councils. It builds 
fraudulent ships of war and dishonest public 
buildings. It corrupts the ballot and jeop- 
ardizes the institutions of human liberty at 



GOMMEROIALISM. 109 

every turn of the great drive wheels of tlic 
union. It demoralizes the press to poison 
the minds of the people to make them stupid 
while they are being robbed. The courts 
and juries of our governments are not ex- 
empt from the dishonest influences that ema- 
nate from commercialism. It takes families 
into the divorce couriis who would be happy 
in their little homes imder proper environ- 
ments and a rational economic system. It 
takes the unborn babes and slaughters them 
by the thousands every year for gain. It 
makes slaves of two-thirds of the race and 
the worst kind of drones of the balance. It 
gobbles up the land, the water, and the tim- 
ber, that ought to be the common heritage 
of all men, and withholds from the worthy 
tillers of the soil a home except under the 
most oppressive sacrifices. It bums homes 
and kills loved ones to get the insurance. 
It robs trains of treasures and teaches our 
children to become thieves, liars and 
murderers, and, having fallen so deep into 
degradation give up to all sorts of de- 
bauchery and crime, having lost all sense 
of honor and integrity. It has no system; 
no fixed laws. It goes to disastrous ex- 
tremes every time. It produce too much 
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of certain things and demoralizes the market, 
driving the producer to bankruptcy, suicide 
and poverty; or it produces too little and 
advances prices until only the rich can buy. 
It fills our courts with damage suits, based 
on falsehood, thrice magnified by lawyers, 
to oppress unjustly the erstwhile victim. It 
turns the legal profession into piracy and 
makes murderers of the doctors. Perjury 
and lies are as plentiful as leaves in a for- 
est and excite as little interest. It offers 
its victims something for nothing and they 
often get nothing for something. Fraud, 
deceit, lies, everywhere in everything, and 
yet we are told that our civilization is the 
grandest this world ever saw; that we 
have equality and justice, peace and plenty 
everywhere. All lies! Ah! it won't do. 
We must renounce commercialism and root 
it out of the earth and supplant it with eco- 
nomic equality before we will have a ra- 
tional, equitable, honest and patriotic civ- 
ilization. It is such a civilization that will 
be established on the earth when the plans 
of The Ideal City are carried out, and it 
will not rest until it fills the whole earth 
with its splendor and all nations will be 
only too glad to come into it. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

IN CONCLUSION. 

The war of words and tumult of opinions 
in the political, industrial and religious 
world, each calling for remedies against 
the evils of the other, are becoming very 
burdensome to the people. Why cannot we 
get up to that original plainness and sim- 
plicity characteristic of the Amencan pio- 
neers? Or have we gotten so far into the 
rapids and whirlpools of a complex civiliza- 
tion that there is no turning back ? no halt- 
ing? no prospect of ever again recovering 
our lost estate? It indeed seems so, view- 
ing the situation from the standpoint of 
commercialism. But I see a light gleaming 
in the distance, a light that denotes peace 
on earth, good will towards man; love, hap- 
piness, contentment, plenty and prosperity 
everywhere. It is the light from the Ideal 
City. Its brightness only makes the sur- 
rounding darkness more intense and makes 
me long to reach that city. I long to con- 
tribute to its success. I want to give it my 
life, my fortune, small though it is, and the 
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homage of my soul^ and to help make it a 
heaven on earth, where the billows of the 
troubled ocean of commercialism can never 
come, and where the simple life of ptirity 
and virtue will be the beautiful diadem on 
the brow of all God's children. A realiza- 
tion of this dream is within our reach, but 
we must have men — ^real, true and good 
men — and women; we must have land and 
machinery; we must have a start, and that 
start can only be made by finding a homo- 
geneous people who will strictly observe the 
rules laid down in these pages. No one else 
need apply. This is emphatic. Will you 
help such a cause ? Have you not an inter- 
est in helping evolve a better civilization? 
Cannot you afford to contribute a few 
thousands, or even a few dollars, to test the 
experiment that promises such grand re- 
turns? Especially when you see honest, 
conscientious workers ready to begin oper- 
ations? Send in your contributions today, 
for tomorrow may be too late; you may 
pass into eternity and the wolves of the law 
devour your substance and deprive you and 
yours of any lasting good. As you will learn 
from these pages, it will require two million 
dollars to put the machinery of the Ideal City 
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in motion^ after which it will be self -bus- 
taining^ because there will be no drones 
there, no spendthrifts^ no reprobates. 1 
care not whether that two million dollart* 
comes from the hand of a great philan- 
thropic midti-millionaire or from ten thou- 
sand men who want to see the experiment 
tested. It makes no difference. God will 
reimburse those who lend their aid in 
building up a civilization in which we 
would not be ashamed to ask His Son to be- 
come an honored guest when He shall 
again appear on the earth. "God moves in 
a mysterious way his wonders to perform.*' 
Are you prepared to say that the Ideal City 
project is not one of His mysterious ways? 
I am not. If you cannot see anything grand 
or promising in it you will, of course, with- 
hold your means, but rest assured, some 
one will recognize it as the turning point 
towards a grander civilization and will help 
the work along by their money and influ- 
ence, and I shall be extremely sorry and 
disappointed if you are not one of them. 

E. PETEBSON, 
Independence, Mo., January 1, 1905. 
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CHAPTEE XXVIII. 

FOBM OF LEASE. 

Fob and in consideration of the sum of 

dollars^ $ 

being the full and entire pro- 
ceeds of the sale of all his (or their) earth- 
ly possessions^ according to the provisions 
of Enle Three of the Ideal City Laws^ and 
in the further consideration of his (or llieir) 
promise to comply with all the laws^ rules 
and regulations of said Ideal City^ the 
authorities and trustees of the Ideal City 

hereby leases to 

and family the following described prem- 
ises for the term of one year^ and agree to 
supply them with all the comforts of a 
home^ including food and raiment^ equally 
with all other citizens of said City, for the 
full term of one year It is further agreed 

and understood that if the said 

and his household shall, at the 

expiration of the time of this lease, prove 
to have been wise and faithfid stewards 
over the property of the City in their care, 
and have in all other respects been exem- 
plary citizens — ^peaceful, harmonious, con- 
genial, neighborly people — ^and observed 
strictly all the rules, laws, regulations and 
ordinances of said Ideal City, then shall 
this lease be extended indefinitely; other- 
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wise it shall terminate at the end of the 
period herein specified^ and peaceable pos- 
session be given the trustees of said City. 

It is agreed and understood that this 
lease can only be terminated thereafter by 
the failure of the lessee to comply with the 
rules and laws of citizenship, to be deter- 
nmied by th^ Board of Examiners, who 
have been regularly selected by lot, and ap- 
proved of by the Trustees, to act in that 
capacity. Their decision to be final. Should 
the decision of this Board be adverse to the 
renewal or continuance of this lease, legal 
notice shall be served on the lessees, who 
hereby agree to peaceably withdraw from 
said premises and from the City at the 
expiration of thirty days from the time no- 
tice has been given them of the decision 
of the Board. 

Should the said , 

or members of his family, who are at fault, 
offer to reform and again agree to comply 
with the rules of the City, they shall be 
^ven another chance upon signing a new 
lease, but the second failure will merit per- 
petual expulsion from the City. It is fur- 
ther agreed and understood that a home in 
said Ideal City, as above provided for, shall 
be the full and only consideration and com- 
pensation for all the money, time and labor 
contributed, paid, done or expended to, for 
or in said Ideal City by the said 
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and family, regardless of the 

time this lease may expire. 

Witness our hands and seals this 

day of , 

190... 

Witnesses : 



Each member of the family will be re- 
quired to sign this lease as soon as they be- 
come of age, in order to protect the princi- 
ple of common property from the possible 
and probable attacks of commercialism 
through its emissaries, the lawyers and cap- 
italistic courts. 
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CHAPTBE XXIX. 

OFFICIAL OBOAN. 

If this Ideal City movement becomes the 
success which we hope for and anticipate^ it 
will be necessary to begin the publication 
of an official organ^ so that those who be- 
come interested can keep posted on the de- 
velopment of the movement. As the plans 
of the Ideal City contemplate an entirely 
new order of things for human government 
— ^at least in the cities which it may build 
and control — I have decided to give the 
paper a name indicative of the idea^ and 
therefore call it The New World. It will 
be issued weekly, at the subscription price 
of 60 cents a year, payable in advance. No 
advertising will appear in its columns, and 
when the City is built all its inhabitants 
will, of course, get it free. The paper will 
be published at Independence, Mo., until 

the ground for the Ideal City is secured, 
and suitable buildings erected thereon. 
Everyone reading this book and wanting a 
paper shoidd send in their name and post- 
office address, so that a sample copy of the 
paper can be mailed them. 

THE AUTHOR. 
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CHAPTBE XXX. 

SUBSOBIPTION BLANK. 

Fill up the last page blank and send 
it in with your first payment, or, if you pre- 
fer, send in the full yearns subscription of 
$12.00, and in doing so remember that it 
makes no difference how much or how lit- 
tle you contribute it will give you no pref- 
erence over any one, or any claim whatever 
to a honve in that city unless you can pass 
a satisfactory examination. A home in that 
city cannot be bought with money. Only 
such as can pass the examination and who 
will abide by the rules herein laid down 
can ever hope for a home there. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

LETTERS FROM PROMINENT MEN. 

That, those who may feel inclined to help 
the cause along with their means may know 
my character, ability and trustworthiness 
to carry out the plans herein set forth, I 
have asked several of the prominent citizens 
of my own town to give you an idea of my 
character, and I thank them for the follow- 
ing kind words of endorsement which they 
have submitted for your information: 

Mr. E. Peterson is a gentleman of large 
business experience, and more than ordinary 
executive ability. This gentleman has 
given, and is still giving, much thought to 
economic and social questions — questions 
in which all the churches should be more 
deeply interested than they are. 

In all these questions Mr. Peterson is in- 
tensely practical. He has in contemplation 
the organization and establishment of a mu- 
nicipality to be built and maintained along 
the line of humanity and brotherhood. As 
I am persuaded to believe that his business 
experience, his ability to handle large sums 
of money, and to manage great enterprises, 
together with an integrity of character and 
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uprightness of conduct^ would make him a 
safe person to be intrnsted with the large 
sums of money necessary to insure sncoess 
to the enterprise. J. J. Mabtin^ 

Pastor of the Watson Memorial M. E. 
Church. 

It is often from unexpected sources that 
great changes in human affairs have their 
origin. Mr. Peterson's scheme of an Ideal 
City is not new, but his method of demon- 
strating the practicability of a new orcler 
of things may prove a success for all that 
any one knows. In any event those who 
feel like having the experiment honestly 
tried could find no one better adapted to the 
work than is Mr. Peterson, and I have every 
reason to believe that he will honestly and 
earnestly use his time, talents, and sdl the 
means he can secure in an attempt to suc- 
cessfully carry out his projects. In mat- 
ters of business he seems to have always 
exercised good judgment and to have been 
very successful, and this project, I believe, 
will be no exception to the rule. 

Sam^l H. Woodson. 

Mr. Sam'l H. Woodson is an ex-mayor of 
Independence, Mo., and is president of the 
Home Telephone company and a recognized 
representative citizen. 

Independence, Mo., Dec. 27, 1904. 
To Whomsoever This May Come: 
I have known Mr. E. Peterson about two 
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years, and I believe him to be energetic and 
honest. I have found him on the moral 
side of most all questions that arise. I know 
nothing of his proposed "Ideal City/' but 
I believe he is conscientious in his concep- 
tion and intention. He has "push'' for any- 
thing in which he believes. 

L. J. Marshall. 
Pastor of Christian Church, Indepen- 
dence, Mo. 

Mr. Peterson has given us but a brief out- 
line of his plans regarding his "Ideal City," 
but he seems to have some practical busi- 
ness ideas, having made a success in direct- 
ing a department store of considerable pro- 
portions at Independence. It is probable 
therefore, that if he secures sufBcient sup- 
port, this movement may be made 
a success — ^to the extent at least, 
that his plans are carried out. 
We believe that any who may be 
sufficiently interested in the movement to 
give it assistance may depend upon Mr. Pet- 
erson to use their contributions legitimately, 
and that they will neither be misappropri- 
ated or misapplied. 

W. H. Garrett, 

Presiding Elder of the Latter Day Saints 
Church. 

Independence, Mo., Dec. 28th, 1904. 

While I am not prepared to pass judg- 
ment on Mr. Peterson's plans for building 
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an Ideal City, yet from what I knofw of him 
I believe they are practical. At any rate, 
those who desire to test the experiment will 
at least have the satisf acion of knowing that 
every dollar contributed to the cause will be 
honestly expended for the purpose for which 
it is given. Mr. Peterson has for many 
years advocated such a state of society^ and^ 
as he is a practical man in all other respectis, 
it is more than probable that his plans of 
an Ideal City are feasible and capable of be- 
ing sucessfully demonstrated. 

A. J. BUNDSGHU. 

Mr. Bundschu is the leading merchant of 
our city and a man of unquestioned integ- 
rity. 

If Mr. Peterson succeeds in building his 
Ideal City, as described in his book entitled 
"The Ideal City/^ it will certainly be worthy 
the highest consideration from an economic 
standpoint; but whether he succeeds or not 
he is the kind of a man who will expend his 
last dollar in the attempt and honestly use 
every dollar contributed to the cause by oth- 
ers. I have known him for many years and 
can unhesitatingly vouch for his integrity. 

E. D. Taylor. 

Mr. Taylor is a prominent merchant of 
the city of Independence, Mo. 

As to the building of the Ideal City con- 



LETTERS FROM PROMINENT MEN. 123 

templated by Mr. Peterson I am not pre- 
pared to make any statement, but he usu- 
ally succeeds in every thing he undertakes. 
I believe this, however, that every dollar 
contributed to his project will be honestly 
expended in an attempt to carry out his 
plans. A. C. Millard. 

Mr. Millard is an ex-Mayor gf the city 

of Independeiuje, and a prominent citizen, 

whose honor is above reproach. 

For further references as to my integrity 
I will refer the reader to the following 
prominent citizens and corporations: 

Chrisman-Sawyer Banking Company. 

John N. Southern, attorney at law. 

John P. Jackson, retired capitalist. 

Jas. F. Buchanan, Justice of the peace. 

H. J. Ott, furniture dealer. 

H. H. Pendleton, City Engineer. 

J. W. Davis, Express Agent and Man- 
ager Western Union Telegraph Company. 

Allen McCoy, Capitalist. 

Eev. W. F. Perry, Pastor Cumberland 
Presbyterian church. 

P. H. Grinter, Mayor. 

J. Mack Chaney, Attorney at Law. 

And many others. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

EDITORIALS FROM THE DAILY RECORD. 

The following editorials by the author of 
this book, which appeared in the Daily Rec- 
ord in February, 1905, are samples of tho 
matter that will appear in The New World, 
the coming ofl5cial organ of the Ideal City 
movement. 



If the Kingdom of Heaven cannot exist 
on earth under a system of commercialism 
such as we now have, but requires that all 
property must be held in common, then it 
follows that the law of tithing is not a 
gospel principle, for there can be no such 
thing as paying one-tenth where people own 
nothing but common property, and yet how 
blind people become on this subject. Tithing 
belongs to the ^law of carnal command- 
ments,'' and is practical only under commer- 
cialism, where every man owns his prop- 
erty and gets all he can from anywhere he 
can, regardless of the means employed in 
the getting. Tithing will become obsolete 
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in the Ideal City. This law is only given to 
men where they absolutely disregard the 
higher law of "all things in common.^^ 



The only currency that will be recognized 
in the Ideal city will be "temperance in all 
things/^ virtue, ^loving your neighbor as 
yourself/^ kindness, forbearance and all the 
other Christian virtues. These will merit a 
home and all its comforts for life there, 
while those who have not these qualities can- 
not live there at all. The currency of this 
system of commercialism is just as good to 
vice as it is to virtue. It rewards evil on even 
better terms than it rewards good, conse- 
quently good languishes, and evil rules the 
minds of men. Money is the "root of all 
evir' and will be entirely abolished in the 
affairs of the new civilization. 



An ideal civilization cannot be estab- 
lished by half way measures; you cannot 
have one foot in the Kingdom of Heaven and 
the other in the kingdom of the Devil, or 
commercialism. It won't work. Yet this 
has been attempted for nearly nineteen cen- 
turies with the result that the kingdom of 
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the Devil, with all its institutions of com- 
mercialism, owns and controls the whole 
earth, and the Kingdom of Heaven is yet to 
be bom. It all depends upon the economic 
condition of the people — ^the bread and but- 
ter condition; for if it is right all the rest 
is bound to be, and if it is wrong all is 
wrong and a great delusion. 



Under commercialism, just when you 
think you are fixed to live in comfort and 
happiness, along comes something and wipes 
out everything. Then old age begins to come 
and the poorhouse stares you in the face, or 
death is brought on by worry over antici- 
pated want or suffering. No such thing can 
exist in the Ideal city. A home, food and 
clothing, and all lifers comforts are vouch- 
safed to every citizen alike, regardless of 
physical afflictions or accident. All worry 
is therefore removed and with its removal 
comes health, long life and happiness. It 
certainly will be good to step from iSiis awful 
civilization into the new and grander one 
which is finally to fill the whole earth, and 
to think it is within our reach and yet we 



EDITORIALS FROM DAILY RECORD. 127 

are groping in the darkness and despair of 
commercialism. IsnH it awfid? 



Healing the sick by prayer, speaking in 
miknown tongues, interpretation of tongues, 
or doing miracles of any kind by the power 
of God is right if the premises are right. If 
the premises are wrong and these things are 
manifested the power that produces them is 
of the Devil, who often appears to men as 
an angel of light, and can do many wonder- 
ful works, such as healing the sick, speak- 
ing in foreign tongues, etc. The premises 
to be right and of God must include econ- 
omic equality, all property in common, not 
mine . or thine, virtue in the domestic re- 
lations and all other Christian virtues. The 
premises are wrong when those affected live 
imder commercialism, private ownership of 
property, every man for himself, taking ad- 
vantage of his neighbor as prescribed and 
permitted under commercialism. Any spir- 
itual manifestation under this condition of 
affairs is not from God but from the power 
of darkness. This is a scientific fact and as 
explicit as any other of the sciences, and this 
rule can always be relied upon to judge the 
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spirit that moves the minds of men whether 
it be of God or of the opposite power. 



The more one studies the question the 
plainer it becomes that "money is the root 
of all evil.'' The text says "the love of 
money is the root of all evil.'' There is no 
difiference in this, for where money is there 
is the heart also; and all the hate that can 
be mustered against money under a money 
system is like piety under commercialism — 
merely superficial. Men cannot help but 
love that which has the power to do them 
so much good ; but while it can do a wonder- 
ful lot of good, it can and does do infinitely 
more harm and is in reality "the root of all 
evil." The great invention then is to form 
an economic plan by which the good can all 
be retained and the evil cut off altogether 
from society. This can only be done by elim- 
inating money entirely as a factor in the af- 
fairs of men, and making the Christian vir- 
tues alone the legal tender. This can only 
be done where a system of common property 
is the basis of the economic plan and in no 
other way. Under private ownership we 
must have money, and when we have money 
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it must be current and pay the debts of 
viee^ fraud and competition as well as the 
debts of virtue and honesty. There will be 
no money used in the Ideal City whatever. 
Its inhabitants must be self-supporting and 
produce from the soil, shop and factory 
every article of life's necessities that 
is required, as well as its luxuries. The ques- 
tions of '^meeting competition/' "mar- 
kef and ''don't pay/' will not enter into 
the system, for such things are obsolete 
where money is not a factor, and only the 
product itself is of value, not by comparison 
with fictitious values under frenzied com- 
mercialism, but as a necessity or luxury pro- 
duced by the people for the use of the peo- 
ple. Human energy will not be wasted m 
creating food or clothing to be held on the 
shelves of store houses beyond the require- 
ments of its ciidzens, and this will give 
abundant leisure and pleasure. The King- 
dom of Heaven cannot exist where money 
is the factor in the affairs of men any more 
so than darkness can exist where the rays of 
the sun are beaming on the face of nature's 
domains. 
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"There can be no excellence without la- 
bor/^ but there is a difiference between labor 
and slavery — one is ennobling and the other 
debasing. 



A 27-foot lot on Olive street in St. Louis 
sold for $550,000, or $20,000 a front foot. 
Thaf s commercialism In the Ideal Ciiy 
land will not advance in value, as there is 
nothing to make it advance. There are no 
buyers or sellers nor any money. Land will 
be looked upon there as '1)lue sky*^ is here, 
free to all — ^no commercial value whatever. 
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APPENDIX. 

After the manuscript of this book had 
been sent to the publisher there came, 
wafted under the Atlantic ocean and over 
the continent by Michael Davitt^ the cor- 
respondent of the Associated Press in Bus- 
sia^ a gleam of light from that grandly-in- 
spired man. Count Tolstoi. He corrobo- 
rates the statements made in this volume 
regarding the cause of human misery and 
its cure, in the following language: 

"All governments, whether monarchial, 
constitutional or republican, are nothing 
more than organized institutions which 
themselves, being immune from punish- 
ment, have the power to punish others, to 
plunder and to rob. Neither the working 
classes nor the intelligent classes of Bus- 
sians are true exponents of the real desires 
and needs of the people. The programme 
which they submit to the government is not 
the programme of the people. Those ele- 
mentary measures which they demand of 
the government — such as freedom of per- 
son, freedom of speech and freedom of con- 
science, etc., although essential conditions 
for a life of culture, do not touch the prob- 
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lem of the crying need of the people, which 
lies solely in the nationalization and com- 
munism of land. 

"On this point neither the workingmen 
nor the educated classes raise the cry, nor 
do we hear any such cry from the peoples of 
other lands, despite the apparent freedom 
of those countries. In the face of their 
form of governments and their l^islative 
asemblies they will not allow this all-press- 
ing need of the people to be satisfied. In 
other countries there exists the so-called in- 
dependent press, but its independence is 
only apparent. The whole press is in the 
hands of wealthy persons, who will permit 
no advancement of the real interests of the 
people. We have only to observe the fate 
which attended the plan advocated by Henry 
Oeorge for the nationalization of land. 

"The only possibility of a change in the 
general policy of civilization lies in perfect- 
ing the individual, morally and religiously. 
Then through the development of the indi- 
vidual; through moral improvement; 
through innoculation of real respect for oth- 
ers; through hatred of force, then cruelty 
and injustice will disappear.^^ 

Listen to what he says! Observe it 
closely! The reforms people are clamoring 
for are not what they need, but the very 
thing they are not asking for, namely. Com- 
munism of land, is the only remedy. Yet 
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they cannot see it. He refers to the failure 
of Henry George to show how little atten- 
tion is paid to the most important measure 
for the redemption of mankind and how 
much stress is placed on other less impor- 
tant measures. Henry George could not 
succeed because he only had one ethic of 
Christianity in his program^ the same as all 
other reformers have had, and have now, 
and omitted the balance. They all try to 
retain a part of the old civilization in the 
new. They cannot grasp the idea that com- 
mercialism in its entirety must be abolished 
before we can escape its evil effects, even 
in the smallest degree. Coimt Tolstoi rec- 
ognizes the fact that there must be not 
only communism of land, but an improve- 
ment in the morals of the people. The one 
is as essential as the other to the success 
of the Kingdom of Heaven on earth, and 
the Ideal City plan herein set forth is the 
only plan on earth that includes all the 
ethics of Christianity; hence its success is 
assured, as soon as enough people see the 
light as Count Tolstoi and others see it, 
and will contribute of their means to put 
the machinery of the new civilization in 
motion. The time must evidently be near 
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for a chai)^ in the affairs of men when the 
spirit of inspiration operates on so many 
minds in all countries and moves them to 
think along the same lines. May Ood grant 
that the new. civilization may be success- 
fully planted in the earth now is my earn- 
est prayer. THE AUTHOR. 
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bere. But remember tiut 
there can be no beaten any- 
where, nu (roc hapjiinesK, 
!xccpt where there is Eoouomic Equality, 
(gether with ail the otltcr Christian virtnes. 

The Golden Rales of "Love >'oar aeig)i> 
r as yourself," and "Do onto others as you 
lould have oT.iiers do unto yon," ore poM- 
tvely impiactical under comineTcialism, but 
rome eminentiy practical nnder K<»tiomic 
[quality. 

^ Jl 

The Golden Rules of CororocrHalism are 

^o get Gold, honestly if you can, but get Gold, 

lis eqnivaleul in such property a& your 

elgbhor roust have or suffer, aud ' 'do' ' otbeia 

(efore they have a chance to "do" you. 



"The New World" 


The t" 't the 


ldL_. ... 


Assoc 


will make iCs appe^ 


namu^ -if ','.-. rTLi^;-. | 


hKV l^H 


'* 


di ji 


Subscription Price: 


50 cents a year 


Sample myu -r-'-of 


tliisb. < 



3 20 



This book 


sliould be re 


tDmed t£ 


tbe Library on 


or before the last dale 


stamped belovr 






A fine of five oen<» a day- ii 


a in our red 


by retsuiinft i 


beyond the 


speoiGed 


ilmv. 






Please relarn promptly. 






His/ J 



J/UI29162H 

DEC l'i\^-^^-^ 



